
OFO Annual 
General 
Meeting 
2025

September 20, 2025



Welcome

Common Merganser, Jeff Skevington



¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ !ƎŜƴŘŀ

ÅAnnual General Meeting

ÅDistinguished Ornithologist 
presentation

ÅKeynote presentation

¸ƻǳƴƎ .ƛǊŘŜǊΩǎ /ŀƳǇ нлнрΣ WŜŦŦ {ƪŜǾƛƴƎǘƻƴ



OFO 2025 Annual General Meeting

American White Pelican, Jeff Skevington



AGM Checklist

1. Call to Order

2. Minutes of the 2024 AGM

3. The Year in Review

4. Financial Report

5. Board and Committee Reports

6. Board of Directors Election

7. Priorities for Next Year ς aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
Discussion  

8. AGM Adjournment

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Jeff Skevington



Call to Order

Cape May Warbler, Jeff Skevington



Minutes of the 
2024 AGM (28 
September)

ÅMotion to accept the 2024 AGM 
Minutes ς Jeff Skevington

ÅSeconder ς Colleen Reilly

ÅDiscussion

ÅVote by Members

ÅIn favour

ÅOpposed

ÅAbstain

Great Gray Owl, Jeff Skevington



The Year in 
Review

ÅMembership is up by 290 to 2,088 
active members

ÅOnline members meetings continued 
monthly from Sept. to April; posted on 
our Youtube channel ς thanks Angie 
Williams

ÅOntbirds membership stable (3890 
subscribers), Birdnews is down slightly 
(3012 members), OFO Discord use up by 
ƻǾŜǊ рлл όмфон ƳŜƳōŜǊǎύΤ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ !ǇǇ 
community up 130 members (660 
members) ς thanks to Mike Burrell and 
our Discord moderators Red-headed Woodpecker, Jeff Skevington



Equity, Diversity 
and Inclusion (EDI) 
Committee

ÅCommittee formed in fall 2020 with the mission to 
make OFO an equitable and inclusive organization

ÅWork in an advisory capacity, making recommendations 
ǘƻ hChΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ

ÅA major highlight was the return of the annual Pride 
walks ς thanks to Jeremy Hatt (Pelee), Jeremy and 
Jennifer Nantais (Ojibway) and John Nishikawa and May 
Matchim (Toronto)

ÅWe had two outings specifically geared toward people 
with disabilities: one at Rosetta McClain Gardens in 
¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ 5ƻǿƴǎǾƛŜǿ tŀǊƪ 

ÅFree first year membership program continues to 
reduce economic barriers

ÅQuestions? Email diversity@ofo.ca

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Jeff Skevington



The Year in Review

ÅOFO News (published Feb., June and Oct.) 

ÅWe thank our departing lead editor Paul 
Nicholson, co-lead editors Ted Down and Evan 
Millar, co-editor Ankur Khurana and our 
editorial consultant Mark Field for their 
contributions

ÅOur new co-editors are Anita Aviad, Emily 
Burton and Angela Eady

ÅMike Burrell has joined Michelle Martin as a 
new Editorial Consultant

Virginia Rail, Jeff Skevington



The Year in 
Review

ÅOntario Birds

Å3 issues annually in April, Aug. and Dec.; 
for the AGM, we report on the most 
recent three issues: Dec. of last year and 
April and Aug. of this year

ÅThese issues included 176 pages with 
8 articles and short notes and one 
letter to the editor

ÅCover artwork continues to be 
donated by Barry Kent MacKay

ÅLayout and design of this and the 
newsletter done by Judie Shore

ÅThanks to our departing co-editor, 
Dr. Evan Millar; looking for a fourth 
co-editor to join the team

White-winged Crossbill, Jeff Skevington



The Year in 
Review

ÅFundraising
Å Thanks again this year to Gentec, Pelee Wings, 

and Vortex for their sponsorships and generous 
donations of binoculars for our raffle

ÅWe also thank Justin Peters of Quest Nature 
Tours for the travel gift certificates; and the 
Huron Fringe Birding Festival, Canada National 
Parks, Essex Field Naturalists, and Essex 
Conservation Authority for their annual passes 
and memberships. A special thanks to Andrea 
Kingsley and Sarah Rupert for sharing their 
beautiful artwork with us

Å Thanks to Ellowyn Stovel, a 14 year-old artist 
whose remarkable watercolour greeting cards 
are both generous and inspiring

Å¢ƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ hChΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ 
new tiered sponsorship program, with each 
level named after an Ontario Species-at-Risk 
bird ς  if you know businesses, organizations, or 
individuals who might be interested in 
supporting OFO, please let us know



The Year in 
Review

ÅTiered Sponsorship Breaking News
ÅPelee Wings contacted us on 

Thursday (2 days ago) and 
confirmed that they have 
sponsored us at the top level 
(Golden Eagle)

Å$10,000 will cover 2 young birders 
at camp ($3000), full page ads in all 
Ontario Birds publications ($1980), 
half page adds in OFO News ($1425) 
and over $3000 to help with the 
next convention

Black-and-white Warbler, Roderick Hornby



The Year in 
Review

ÅOptics Program

Å Optics Program continues to grow and support up-and-
coming Ontario birders with new gear, with 4 recipients 
receiving new binoculars, scopes and cameras in 2025

Å Taxable donation receipts given to donors!

Å Support for Optics Program from Birds Canada, High Park 
Nature Centre, Point Pelee National Park, and Wild Birds 
Unlimited in Kanata, Ottawa, Barrie, Newmarket and 
London ς the Wild Birds locations are all paying for 
shipping as well!

Å This started as a young birders initiative and has been 
expanded to include anyone with economic challenges ς 
watch for changes including a move on the website 
(currently under the Young Birders tab)

Å Minimum standard for binoculars ς roof prism type design 
(waterproof and shock resistant)

Å Remember that this program includes scopes and cameras
Black-backed Woodpecker, Roderick Hornby



The Year in Review

ÅYoung Birders

ÅOFO Camp in Algonquin ς 15 
participants

ÅThanks to Gis Segler, Lynne 
Freeman, Angela and Jeff 
Skevington for coordinating 
and leading the camp

ÅThanks to Hamilton 
bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ /ƭǳōΣ bƻǊǘƘ 
Durham Nature Club, Ontario 
Eastern Bluebird Society, 
Toronto Ornithological Club 
and the Woodstock Field 
bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ /ƭǳō ŦƻǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
support

Young Birders Camp, Angela Skevington


