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beautifully illustrated by Ontario bird photographers.  
 
Ontario Birds is published three times a year, in April, August and December and 
is available with a membership in the Ontario Field Ornithologists (OFO).  
 
OFO is a non-profit organization  
dedicated to the study of bird life in  
Ontario. Members are keen birders  

of all levels of expertise from novice to veteran, who share  
ideas and information about birds. They travel extensively to  
significant birdwatching areas, are interested in natural history 
and conservation, and enjoy a variety of outdoor activities. 
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BIRDS ARE OFTEN used in scientific 
studies to identify and understand 
the presence and possible effects of 
chemical pollutants in our environ-
ment and wildlife. With the devel-
opment of synthetic organic chemi-
cals such as pesticides, plasticizers, 
surfactants and flame retardants 
used in agriculture and industrial 
and consumer products, it is crucial 
for us to understand how these 
chemicals may enter and alter our 
natural environments. Research 
focusing on chemical contaminants 
in sensitive habitats and wildlife is 
essential to develop our understand-
ing of the potential environmental behaviour and toxicity of 
these contaminants, as well as to inform decisions by policy mak-
ers regarding manufacturing and use guidelines and restrictions. 
To monitor the impacts of these chemicals on natural environ-
ments, researchers often use indicator species. These are species 
that are sensitive to environmental changes and serve as sentinels 
for the larger ecosystem (Carignan and Villard 2002). Sampling 
indicator species allows researchers to monitor ecological integri-
ty without sampling the entire community of organisms. Tree 
Swallows (Tachycineta bicolor) have often been used by 
researchers as an indicator species for assessing and monitoring 
environmental contaminants in Ontario, the Great Lakes Basin 
and in highly polluted sites in the United States (e.g., Superfund 
sites). In this paper, we review a collection of studies conducted 
in the Great Lakes Basin to determine the utility of the Tree 
Swallow as a viable wildlife indicator species for monitoring 
exposure to and the impacts of contaminant pollution.  
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Tree Swallows are an important 
species in studying the movement 
and transfer of contaminants from 
aquatic to terrestrial environments. 
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2026 Publishing Schedule  
Ontario Birds is published three times per year in April,  
August and December. Each issue will be posted online 
and/or mailed to members (by subscription) before the  
last week of the month. 
 
Issue Booking date Ad material deadline 

(print ready files) 
April March 10 March 16 
August July 10 July 16 
December November 10 November 16 
 
Commitment for ad space should be sent to   
advertising@ofo.com  
Send final ad files to  
Judie Shore at judieshore@bell.net 

 
Advertising Rates 2026   
Full colour One time  
One page $660.00  
1/2 page $475.00  
1/3 page $330.00  
1/4 page $275.00  
 
With a commitment to three times a year,  
OFO will post your company logo and a link to your  
organization on the OFO News page on the OFO website. 

Advertisers who post 1/2 page ads in both  
OFO News and Ontario Birds (six issues a year) will also  
have their link displayed on the OFO home page. 

All amounts are payable in Canadian dollars.  
Invoices will be sent on publication of the issue. 
 
Material Requirements  
Ad materials may be supplied by email if under 20 mb.  
Send final art (PDF) or materials for designing your ad to  
judieshore@bell.net 
 
Adobe Acrobat PDF: Send Press resolution or PDF X:1a.  
Embed all fonts, use OpenType or PostScript fonts (not  
TrueType). All colour elements must be CMYK (not RGB)  
at 300 dpi resolution. 
 
Design Services 
We can design your ad to fit our specifications. Photos,  
illustrations and logos should be supplied as high resolution 
jpeg, tiff, Photoshop eps or Adobe Illustrator eps files.  
We will supply a cost estimate in advance and a PDF will  
be sent for your approval. 

Formats  
Please identify your file by your company name and the issue  
(e.g. April 2026).Please check that your ad size matches the 
specifications below. All colour elements must be 4 colour 
(cmyk). Time to correct or change ads may result in extra 
charges. Ontario Birds is printed offset, sheetfed in 4 colour. 
 

Width Depth 
Full bleed page (trimmed) 5.5 inches 8.25 inches 
Please add .375 inch bleed on all sides    
1 page (no bleeds) 4.5 inches 7.10 inches 

1/2 page horizontal 4.5 inches 3.475 inches  
1/2 page vertical 2.125 inches 7.10 inches  
1/3 page 4.5 inches 2.25 inches 
1/4 page 2.125 inches 3.475 inches 
 
 

Ontario Birds Advertising Representative 
For more information or a sample copy of Ontario Birds,  
please contact: Andrea Kingsley at advertising@ofo.com 
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OFO News 
OFO News is published three 
times a year in February, June 
and October. Illustrated with 
excellent colour photos, it  
features articles and notes of 
interest to Ontario birders, 
site guides, announcements 
and book reviews. 
OFO News is published in  
print and on OFO’s website at 
ofo.ca/library/list/key/on

Merlin: dark, robust falcon, 
strong flight, pointed wings, 
bands on tail, slight moustache. 
Chad Cornish 
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