
Ontario Birds features current articles by amateur and professional ornithologists 
about the status, distribution, identification and behaviour of Ontario's birds, 
and includes the annual report of the Ontario Bird Records Committee.  
The journal is beautifully illustrated by Ontario bird photographers.  
 
Ontario Birds is published three times a year, in April, August and December and 
is included with a membership in the Ontario Field Ornithologists (OFO).  
 
OFO is a non-profit organization  
dedicated to the study of bird life in  
Ontario. Members are keen birders  

of all levels of expertise from novice to veteran, who share  
ideas and information about birds. They travel extensively to  
significant birdwatching areas, are interested in natural history 
and conservation, and enjoy a variety of outdoor activities. 
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Introduction 
I presented the Ontario Field Ornithologists’ 
(OFO) 2022 Distinguished Ornithologist 
Award (DOA) to Dr. Erica Nol at the Annual 
General Meeting of the OFO in Leamington 
on 24 September 2022. I have known Erica 
for over two decades, during which time I 
worked, volunteered and completed two 
graduate degrees under her supervision. I can 
safely claim that Erica is one of the most 
enthusiastic, dedicated and passionate ambas-
sadors of wildlife conservation and sustainable 
living in Ontario and beyond. She has had an 
extremely productive career, with numerous 
important on-the-ground and scholarly con-
tributions to bird conservation. These impres-
sive accomplishments alone are worthy of the 
OFO’s DOA, but the contribution I believe 
distinguishes Erica the most is what she has 
done above and beyond these pursuits. In par-
ticular, I refer to the manner in which she has 
thoughtfully trained and mentored legions of 
highly-skilled students who have continued 
on to distinguished careers in bird conserva-
tion, mostly in Ontario. I also note the espe-
cially strong and unique role model she has 
portrayed to them (and me) in doing so. It 
was, therefore, a great pleasure for me to pres-
ent OFO’s DOA to Erica. 

 
In the beginning 
Erica’s life path was especially dynamic early 
on. She was born in the Netherlands in the 
1950s when the country was recovering from 
the Second World War. Like many other 
Dutch at the time, her parents immigrated to 
Canada. In the first few years, Erica’s father 
finished his medical residency at St. Joseph’s 
Health Centre in Toronto. Next, the family  

Distinguished Ornithologist 2022 
Erica Nol 

Erica Nol surveying for shorebirds  
on Ship Sands Island, James Bay,  
September 2021. Photo: Chris Risley

Thank you for going above and beyond with your many important  
and meaningful contributions to ornithology and bird conservation  

Douglas C. Tozer 
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2024 Publishing Schedule 
Ontario Birds is published three times per year in April,  
August and December. Each issue will be posted online 
and/or mailed to members during the last week of the  
month if possible. 

Issue Booking date Ad material deadline 
(print ready files) 

April March 4 March 11 
August July 8 July 15 
December November 4 November 12 

Commitment for ad space should be sent to   
advertising@ofo.com  
Send final ad files to  
Judie Shore at judieshore@bell.net 

Advertising Rates 2024  
Full colour One time
One page $660.00
1/2 page $475.00
1/3 page $330.00
1/4 page $275.00

With a commitment to three times a year,  
OFO will post your company logo and a link to your  
organization on the Ontario Birds page on the OFO website. 

Advertisers who post 1/2 page ads in both  
OFO News and Ontario Birds (six issues a year) will also  
have their link displayed on the OFO home page. 

All amounts are payable in Canadian dollars.  
Invoices will be sent on publication of the issue. 

Material Requirements  
Ad materials may be supplied by email if under 20 mb.  
Send final art (PDF) or materials for designing your ad to  
judieshore@bell.net 

Adobe Acrobat PDF: Send Press resolution or PDF X:1a.  
Embed all fonts, use OpenType or PostScript fonts (not  
TrueType). All colour elements must be CMYK (not RGB)  
at 300 dpi resolution. 

Creative Services 
We can design your ad to fit our specifications. Photos,  
illustrations and logos should be supplied as high resolution 
jpeg, tiff, Photoshop eps or Adobe Illustrator eps files.  
We will supply a cost estimate in advance and a PDF will  
be sent for your approval. 

Formats  
Please identify your file by your company name and the issue  
(eg. April 2020).Please check that your ad size matches the 
specifications below. All colour elements must be 4 colour 
(cmyk). Time to correct or change ads may result in extra 
charges. Ontario Birds is printed offset, sheetfed in 4 colour. 

Width Depth 
Full bleed page (trimmed) 5.5 inches 8.25 inches 
Please add .375 inch bleed on all sides   

1 page (no bleeds) 4.5 inches 7.10 inches 

1/2 page horizontal 4.5 inches 3.475 inches  
1/2 page vertical 2.125 inches 7.10 inches  
1/3 page 4.5 inches 2.25 inches 
1/4 page 2.125 inches 3.475 inches 

Ontario Birds Advertising Representative 
For more information or a sample copy of Ontario Birds,  
please contact: Susan Nagy at advertising@ofo.com 
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OFO News
OFO’s newsletter is published 
three times a year in February, 
June and October. Illustrated 
with excellent colour photos,  
it features short articles and 
notes about birds and bird 
identification, site guides,  
announcements and book  
reviews. 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE ONTARIO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS

Gulls dazzle in Niagara 
THE NIAGARA RIVER is a critical migratory stop-over for migrating gulls in Ontario. As a 
result, since the late 19th century, the river has also attracted birders eager to witness the 
amazing flurry of thousands of gulls of multiple species found from late fall through 
early winter. the attraction is strong for all birders, from novices who want to learn more 
about this fascinating group to seasoned experts who embrace the identification challenges 
of rare species and the dreaded hybrids. 
i fondly recall my first trip to the Niagara river in November 1989. i tallied Little, 

Lesser Black-backed and iceland Gulls, Purple sandpiper and many duck species for my 
life list. Yet every year since has been as exciting as that first visit. starting in mid-
November, i study my preferred gull guide — Peter J. Grant’s Gulls: A Guide to Identification 

— trying to re-learn the subtle plumage differences 
used to age individuals. there are numerous other 
guides to enhance your gull-watching; choose one 
that works for you. For specifics on Niagara, Kayo 
roy and John E. Black have assembled a wealth of 
knowledge in their online compendium, Niagara 
Birds (dr.library.brocku.ca/handle/10464/12572). 

BY MARCIE JACKLIN

From a singular experience 
with a common species to   
a sighting of a mega-rarity, 
gulls excite Ontario birders 

EditOrs’ NOtE 
Niagara is Ontario’s premier gull hotspot  
in fall/winter, but not the only one.  
Inside, OFO members share their hotspots, 
including in spring/summer in the north, 
and Justin Peter analyzes a mega-rarity. 

Ring-billed Gull  Photo by Allanah Vokes
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