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Varied Bunting Passerina versicolor (0/1)
1995 - one female or immature male, 7 May, Long Point Tip, Haldimand-NoTjolk (paul N. Prior, D.

Steve Anderson, also found by Alejandro L. Llanes, Daysi Rodriguez Batista, Barbara
Sanchez Oria, Lorraine Brown, Jen Heal) - photos on file.

This remarkable record, of a bird mist-netted and banded by the Long Point Bird
Observatory, is a frrst for Ontario and likely for Canada. A pattern of vagrancy for
this species, as summarized by Prior (1995), provides evidence for a wild origin.
This includes a record of an adult male collected at Locke, Michigan, on 18 May
1874 (Barrows 1912).

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (214)
1995 - one adult male, 12-14 May, Keewatin, Kenora (Larry WinslO\y, Judy Winslow) - photo on file.

This, the sixth accepted record for the province, is a frrst for northern Ontario.

Dickcissel Spiza americana North Only (1/6)
1995 - one female, 6 June, ThunderCape, Thunder Bay (Brian E. Dalzell, also found by David Okines,

Jul K. Wojnowski).

Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus (4/37)
1995 - one, 21 April, Long Point Tip, Haldimand-NoTjolk (W. Allan Ogden).

- one, 12 May, Prince Edward Point, Prince Edward (Scott Lawson, also found by Lloyd Paul).
- one, 30 August, ThunderCape, ThunderBay (David J.T. Hussell, Jul K. Wojnowski, also found

by Christa Beckmann, David Okines).
- one, 12 September, Long Point (Squires Ridge), Haldimand-NoTjolk (Stephen C. Votier).

1994 - one, 18 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex (Paul Fast, G. Brock May) - photo on file.

Figure 11: Female Lark Bunting banded at Prince Edward Point, Prince Edward was
present from 15 May to 10 June 1995. Photo by Eric A. Machell.
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Figure 16: Adult winter male Brambling at Dorland, Oxford on 12 November 1993.
Photo by William G. Lindley.

Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys (3/18)
1995 - one adult female, 15 May - 10 June, Prince Edward Point, Prince Edward (Eric A. Machell)

- photos on file.
- one male, 14 June, McGinnis Creek. Rainy River (John Van den Broeck, Roger M. Simms).

1994 - one male, 21 May. Forfar. Leeds and Grenville (Moreen V. Ready, also found by Lloyd Stone,
Ross Stone).

The Prince Edward Point bird was mist-netted and banded.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla (1/5)
1993 - one adult winter male, 12 November, Dorland. Oxford (James M. Holdsworth, William G.

Lindley) - photos on file.

This is the fifth of six records for Ontario. The previously published occurrence at
BlackRiver, Kenora, 18-20 April 1994 (Pittaway 1995) is the sixth Ontario record.
The Dorland bird was found stunned after flying into a window, taken indoors
overnight, then released unharmed the next day.

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch Leucosticte tephrocotis (1/4)
1995 - one male lephrocolis, 22 January - early March, Sapawe, Rainy River (David H. Elder, Donald

S. Graham) - photo on file.

This is the fifth accepted record for the province, all in northern Ontario, and the
second one present during the winter of 1994-95.

ONTARIO BIRDS AUGUST 1996



69

Not Accepted Records

Identification Uncertain

Inmostreports listed below, thedocumentationprovided was found tobeinsufficient
to establish the identity ofthe species claimed. In very few cases did the Committee
consider that the identification was actually an error. Any of these reports may be
resubmitted for further review if new supporting evidence is provided.

1995 - Pacific Loon, one, 24 November, Niagara Falls, Niagara.
- Brown Pelican, four, 27 July, Hamilton, Hamilton-Wentworth.
- Greater White-fronted Goose, one, 15 April, Burpee, Manitoulin.
- Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus), one, 14 October, Valens, Hamilton-Wentworth.
- Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis), one, 14 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- Mississippi Kite, one, 15 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- Little Stint (Calidris minuta), one, 17 May, Hillman Marsh, Essex.
- Curlew Sandpiper, one, 7 October, Point Clark, Bruce.
- Bicknell's Thrush, one, 6 October, Whitby, Durham.
- Bell's Vireo, one, 10 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- "Audubon's" Yellow-romped Warbler, one, 30 April, Whitby, Durham.
- Hermit Warbler (Dendroica occidentalis), one, 9 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- Kirtland's Warbler, one, 14 May, Point Pelee Nationa Park, Essex.
- Kirtland's Warbler, one, 26 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- Kirtland's Warbler, one, 4 September, Long Point Provincial Park (Old Cut), Haldimand-

Norfolk.
- Black-headedGrosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus), one, 10June, Rondeau Provincial Park,

Kent.
- Blue Grosbeak, one, 14 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- Blue Grosbeak, one, 22 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- Blue Grosbeak, two, 28 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- Lark Sparrow, one, 6 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.
- Bullock's Oriole, one, 13 May, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.

1994 - Great Cormorant, one, 27 May, Presqu'ile Provincial Park, Northumberland.
- Black Vulture, one, circa 20 May, Millar Creek Conservation Area, Peterborough.
- Swainson's Hawk, one, 3 October, Holiday Beach Conservation Area, Essex.
- Swainson's Hawk, one, 8 December, Port Stanley, Elgin.
- California Gull, one, 7 December, Presqu'ile Provincial Park, Northumberland.
- Ash-throated Flycatcher(Myiarchus cinerascens), one, 17 November- 7 December, TObermory,

Bruce, photos on file.
- Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, one, 23 April, Point Pelee National Park, Essex.

1993 - Black Vulture, one, 8 April, Millbrook, Peterborough.
1992 - Black Vulture, one, 7 October, Sheep Island, Northumberland.
1989 - Prairie Falcon, one, 24 August, Holiday Beach Conservation Area, Essex.
1985 - Wilson's Plover (Charadrius wilsonia), one, 11 May, Stoney Point, Essex.

- Mew Gull (Larus canus), one, 15 September, Holiday Harbour, Kent.
1973 - Prairie Falcon, one, 6 October, Claremont, Durham.
1962 - Prairie Falcon, one, 30 September, Burlington, Halton.
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Not Accepted Records

Identification Accepted, Origin Questionable
Records in this category are those considered by the Committee to be likely escaped
birds or birds released from captivity. However, as with all submissions to the
OBRC, such records may be reviewed at any time should new information arise
suggesting a wild origin.

Prairie Falcon
1976 - one, 18 December, Long Point Flats, Haldimand-Norfolk (David Broughton, also found by A.

David Brewer, Rob Copeland).

There was a known escape of a Prairie Falcon at the Toronto airport shortly before
this observation, which raised enough doubt as to the origin of this bird.

Updates/Corrections
to Previous OBRC Reports

1994 Report (Ontario Birds 13: 46-65)
- under Brown Pelican, 20 July 1994, change to: "18-24 July, Newboro (a.k.a. Clear) Lake,

Leeds and Grenville (Paul Van Luit, Robert Worona)."
- under Greater White-fronted Goose, 26-27 March 1994, remove: "Kano".
- underTufted Duck, 26 December 1993, change "Hamilton Bay, Hamilton" to: "Windermere

Basin".
- under "Acknowledgements", change: "Leo Heynes" to: "Leo Heyens".

1993 Report (Ontario Birds 12: 41-58)
- under Black-throated Gray Warbler, change bracketed numbering to: "(4/3)".

1991 Report (Ontario Birds 10: 43-63)
- under Black Vulture (1991), add: "and 15 February...and Hall Glen, Peterborough...(Cathy

Forgie, also found by Clifford Ballantine)."

1990 Report (Ontario Birds 9: 18-44)
- under Rosy Finch, change bracketed numbering to: "(0/111)".
- the following record was omitted from the list of "Unaccepted Records, Identification

uncertain": "1990- Black-headedGrosbeak, one, 3-7 November, ThunderBay, ThunderBay,

photo on file."
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Historical Notes from Northern Frontenac County
by

Ross D. James

In the autumn of 1993, I received from
Denise Wilkins, Park Naturalist at Bon
Echo Provincial Park, a package
containing field notes on 8 x 5 inch
cards from northern Frontenac County.
These notes were compiled by R. (Bob)
v. Lindsay, who lived at Arden
(44°43'N, 76°56'W) in Frontenac
County. Most notes were of his own
observations, but he also was in contact
with numerous local residents or
cottagers who contributed additional
information.

He had consulted the diaries of
Edwin Beaupre who lived at Sharbot
Lake just after the tum of this century.
From this source, observations by
Beaupreand C.J. Young, someofwhich
were included in Macoun and Macoun
(1909), were noted on these cards,
mainly_from 1902 and 1903. Lindsay's
own observations began as early as
1922, although there are very few notes
recorded until 1931. He seems to have
been most active during the frrst halfof
the 1930's. There are no notes of his
own between 1935 and 1944 (he had
apparently moved to Toronto), but
observations resumed in 1945 and
continued until 1963, rarely beyond.

From Lindsay's notes, I was able
to make out nearly 350 nest record
cards for the Ontario Nest Records
Scheme (ONRS). In addition to those, I
have gleaned a number ofobservations
that are worth making available to a
wider audience.

The area ofhis records was almost
entirely confined to the northern part of
Frontenac County. Trans Canada
Highway 7 runs east-westthrough three
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townships (Kennebec, Olden, Oso) and
most of his observations were from
these counties, although he made visits
to other areas farther north. Theoriginal
notes from which the following were
taken have been deposited in the
Archives ofthe Royal Ontario Museum.

BrownPelican, Pelecanus occidentalis:
On 26 September 1933, he reports
watching onefor several minutes flying
about Big Clear Lake (44°43'N,
76°55'W) beside Arden, apparently
looking for food. There seems a
reasonable probability that the identity
of the bird was correct as he notes the
wide expanse of the wings, the neck
drawn back, legs not trailing, and the
enormous beak. among other things.
The main concern would be the origin
of the bird. Might there have been birds
in flying condition in a zoo at that time?
Lindsay reports sending a number of
species to the Riverdale Zoo in Toronto
around this period, including American
Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus),
Northern Goshawk (Accipitergentilis),
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus),
Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle aleyon),
and Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius
ludovicianus) as if it were a relatively
common practice. I am unaware of a
local zoo from which a Brown Pelican
might have come. However, they are
certainly capable of flying long
distances. The species has occurred in
Ontario a couple of times in recent
years when a less common species than
it was then, suggesting it may well have
been a wild bird.



Canada Goose, Branta canadensis:
Observations as late as 1963 give no
indication of Canada Goose nesting in
northern Frontenac County as they are
today, with the ever burgeoning
populations in southern Ontario.

Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos: None
were noted in the area in 1935, and a
note made in 1950 indicates that it was
only "in recent years" that any were to
be found nesting in northern Frontenac
County.

American Black Duck,A. rubripes: It
was reported breeding through the
period of his observations.

Common Merganser, Mergus
merganser: He found a nest with 9
hatched and one addled egg (a family of
9 young was within a couple ofhundred
metres) under a large slab of rock on a
ledge only 6.5 m from an occupied
Peregrine Falcon nest. An old cedar
stump, 1.5 m from the merganser nest,
was regularly used as aplucking station
by the falcons. A few of the old bones
leftby the falcons hadbeen incorporated
into the merganser nest. This was in
July 1932 at the northern end of Crow
Lake (44°42'N, 76°37'W), at the same
eyrie where Beaupre had collected
peregrine eggs about 1904 (Beaupre,
1922).

Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura:
Lindsay considered it to bean accidental
visitor in 1935. He was aware ofonly 2
occurrences, both immediately to the
south of his area of interest. However,
by 1946 it had become regular, but still
scarce, near the Highway 7 corridor
where it is a regular sight today.

Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus:
It was a regular resident in the southern
part of the county early in this century
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(Weir 1989), but was obviously
scattered about the nothern part as well,
where none was present in the 1980s.
Lindsay had reports compiled from
various people indicating they had seen
nests at Buckshot Lake (45°00'N,
47°Q4'W), Miller Township (prior to
1960); Norcan Lake (45°10'N,
76°52'W), North Canonto Township
(until about 1955); and Kennebec Lake
(44°44'N, 76°58'W), Kennebec
Township (in the period 1945 to 1947).
Observationsofbirds atLong Schooner
Lake (45°06'N, 76°59'W), Miller
Township, and "Burle" Lake (Brule ­
eds.), Miller Township (prior to 1930),
suggest it may have nested there.
Definiteevidenceofnesting camefrom
Sharbot Lake (44°46'N, 76°41 'W)
where a nest was reported in 1903
(Young 1904);Big GullLake (44°50'N,
76°57'W), Clarendon Township, where
a pair was noted on a nest in the spring
of 1933; and from Crotch lake (= Cross
Lake, 44°55'N, 76°48'W), Palmerston
Township, where it was reported for
many years prior to 1933, and again
prior to 1938, and for many years prior
to 1960 when two young were seen in a
nest there.

Red-tailed Hawk, Buteo jamaicensis /
R~d·shouldered Hawk, B. linea1U$:
The Red-tailed Hawk was obviously
considered quite scarce in the early
1930s. Lindsay was making notes at
that time of individual birds seen. The
Red-shouldered Hawk was considered
more plentiful. By 1962, he reports
greatly reduced numbers of Red­
shouldered Hawk and that Red-tailed
Hawk had become about as common.
Today, Red-tailed Hawk greatly
outnumbers the other.
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Ruffed Grouse, Bonasa umbellus:
From about 1924 to 1928, it was
apparently so scarce that "few hunters
would think of shooting any". But by
1932 and 1933, he reports it was again
abundant and that thousands were
illegally shipped to outside points,
including hundreds to threeofthe largest
hotels in Toronto.

Spruce Grouse, Dendragapus
canadensis: It was "fairly well known"
to pioneers, and could usually be found
in "heavy coniferous swamps"
throughout the northern part of the
county until the mid thirties. He
considered that it could still be found in
some spruce swamps in 1935, and cites
a bird shot in 1933 within 16 km of
Arden. It is doubtful if there is any
breeding population there today.

Gray Partridge, Perdu perdu: Small
groups of eight birds were apparently
released near Arden and Sharbot Lake
in July of 1933, but declined and
disappeared in succeeding months.
More were seen in 1959, probably from
another local release.

Mourning Dove, Zenaida macroura:
Although nesting reports in the area go
back to 1903 (Macoun and Macoun
1909), Lindsay considered it very
uncommon in 1933 and still quite
uncommon in 1961, whereitisplentiful
today.

Passenger Pigeon, Ectopistes
migratorius: Lindsay interviewed
several older inhabitants of the district
who remembered large flocks in spring
and autumn in the 1870s, but had no
recollection of nesting in northern
Frontenac County.

However, one of the most
interesting notes came from a letter (no
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indication of where it might now be
found) written to C.W. Nash by Dr.
C.K. Clarke (for biographies see
McNicho111994), dated 7 August 1903.
It says "Yesterday, I saw the Rev. C.J.
Young ofSharbotLake, and he gave me
the following note regarding wild
pigeons - 'Iheard thata few wild pigeons
had beenseen nearClarendon (44°50'N,
76°39'W), on the Kingston and
Pembroke Railroad. I investigated the
matter and interviewed several
regarding it. From what I learned the
pigeons have bred in that locality for
some years. Three years ago yesterday,
(Aug. 6th) nine were observed by Mr.
Bowles in a field. I went with Mr.
Bowles to the same field and saw one
mature bird. There was not the slightest
doubt about its identity. I am familiar
with the Mourning Doves and could not
confuse the birds' ."

This rather clearly suggests that
Passenger Pigeon probably did nest in
northern Frontenac County at one time,
and that a few birds were still present in
1900. Although that was only two years
prior to the last reliable report for the
species in Ontario (Fleming 1903), the
latest known nesting for Ontario (two
years previously in 1898) was
apparently also in Frontenac County in
the Kingston area (Mitchell 1935),
making the above seem quite a
reasonable observation.

Northern Flicker, Colaptes auratus:
In the spring of 1960, a neighbour
reported finding a fledgling flicker at
the base of a poplar stub. There were
three other fledglings in acavity located
2.5 m high. All had their throats cut
open, presumably the work ofa weasel.



Bank Swallow,Riparia riparia: A deep
gravel pit near Mountain Grove
(44°44'N, 76°51'W) had attracted a
large colony in 1962. There were
approximately 200 holes on the west
wall and 350 on the east. A pair of Red
Foxes (Vulpes vulpes) had dug a den
about 200 m from this colony. This den
was visible from the window of a farm
house where the owner, Percy Gray,
had watched the foxes raise five young.
The foxes were sometimes seen coming
to the BankSwallowcolonyand digging
holes down from the top to the swallow
nests. Lindsay counted 28 holes at the
top ofthe west bank on 4 July where the
foxes had raided the nests.

Cliff Swallow, Hirundo pyrrhonota:
On 23 June 1963, when visiting a farm
close to Arden, he heard a commotion
at a Cliff Swallow colony which had a
row of nests under the eaves along the
south side ofa barn at a height of 8.5 m.
There, Lindsay found a Milk Snake
(Lampropeltis triangulum) clinging to
the wall of the barn with its head inside
a nest, eating the downy young
swallows. He destroyed the snake (22
rifle) that measured about 73 cm long.
He was informed that several days later
a second snake was seen at the nests. No
one interfered with the second snake,
and the swallows abandoned the colony
apparently because of the snake
predation.

Common Raven, Corvus corax:
According to an elderly resident,
interviewed in 1963, ravens were once
fairly common all through northern
Frontenac County. However, once the
White Pine (Pinus strobus) was logged
out in the 1870s, the ravens soon
disappeared. Others began reporting
ravens near Arden again about the mid
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1950s, and today it has reoccupied
northern Frontenac County (Cadman et
al. 1987).

Tufted Titmouse, Parus bicolor:
Lindsay reports one for two days in late
March 1962 at his feeding station, with
chickadees and nuthatches. This was
evidently one of numerous sightings
through southern Ontario during that
winter.

Eastern Bluebird, Sialia sialis: On 8
July 1933, he examined the body of an
adult bird that a cottager had forcefully
removed from the gullet of a large
Bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana) that had
been swallowing it. How the frog had
been able to catch the bird is open to
speculation. Although Bullfrogs are
known predators of birds, a bird of this
size and this species in an open marsh
situation seems rather unusual.

Gray Catbird,Dumetella carolinensis:
He reports a bird in apparentgood health
at his feeder on 19 February 1961. At
that point, assuming it had been in the
area all along, it had survived
temperatures of -33°C and -35°C.

European Starling, Stumus vulgaris:
Lindsay found the first nest in the Arden
area in 1926, the same year the first nest
was reported for the Kingston area (Weir
1989).

Peck and James (1987) report
starlings in a near-colonial situation
with five nests in the same tree. Lindsay
reports it in an even more colonial
situation with five nests in the same 40
room Purple Martin (Progne subis)
house at his place in Arden in 1963.

Prairie Warbler, Dendroica discolor:
On the north side of Kennebec Lake for
over two miles, rises a steeply inclined
shore for upwards of 30 m. Fires had
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swept across this slope sometime early
in the century, removing most of the
trees. It had then become overgrown
with low scrubby oak, poplar, juniper
and viburnum, providing good habitat
for Prairie Warbler. Lindsay was aware
of a colony there at least as early as
1933. Hevisitedon4and 19 June 1933,
hearing three males on each occasion.
His next entry was in 1947 when he
notes three visits in June. On 29 June in
a walkof"less than a mile" he reports 26
adults (presumably both males and
females) and saw 8 young representing
at least 3 broods. In 1948, he attempted
to census the colony on 20 June and
counted 12 singing males in a "half
mile" walk. This would work out to 48
pairs over 2 miles (3.2 km), but he then
says he estimated a pair "about every
100 yards over a distance of 2 miles" or
only about 35 pairs. In 1950, on 11
June, he again counted birds and noted
20 singing males within a "one mile
stretch" (therefore perhaps 40 all
together).

By 1960, he notes that trees had
become much larger and were densely
clothing the slope, and because of

.succession, the warblers were much
less common. On 11 June 1960, he
heard only 2 singing males and on 19
June also only two. His final note was in
1963 when on 22 June he heard 3 males
and found a total of only 6 or 7 pairs.

This colony, then, was most active
for a period of 30 to 40 years during the
appropriate stages of succession. The
Ontario Rare Breeding Bird Program
has reports of a few birds still present in
1989, so birds may persist for many
years after the habitat has become less
than ideal at a traditional site.

In his typed notes, Lindsay always
refers to this colony as being on
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Kennebec Lake. However, in the speech
he gave to the Toronto Ornithological
Club in 1935 (copy ofpartwith the field
notes), he refers to it as being on Cross
Lake. Bob Trowern, who was noted to
be with Lindsay in 1947 at the Prairie
Warbler colony, also referred to it as
being on Cross Lake (on ONRS cards).
The only Cross Lake listed in the
gazetteer near Arden, is only an
embayment of the Salmon River, and
not nearly large enough or of the
appropriate topography to have been
the location ofthis colony. Lambert and
Smith (1984) speculate that the Cross
Lake locality was the same as the
Kennebec Lake site and Lindsay's notes
seem to confirm this.

Lindsay also reports finding a small
colony at a place called Evergreen
Mountain (45°08'N, 76°55'W),inNorth
Canonto Township. He visited there on
27 May 1961 and heard three singing
males, but speculates that there may
have been ll10re. This is a previously
unreported site.

Northern Cardinal, Cardinalis
cardinalis: The first report Lindsay had
for Arden was "about 1935", but then
not again until "probably May 1949",
more than a decade later. The third date
he listed was 20 April 1963. There are
still relatively few cardinals in northern
Frontenac County.

Common Grackle, Quiscalus quisculaJ
Red-winged Blackbird, Agelaius
phoeniceus: Common Grackles were
reportedly somewhat scarce about
Arden early in the century. Around
1925, the grackle definitely was
outnumbered by the Red-winged
Blackbird. However, by mid century
the reverse was true.



Other observations:
To the ever growing documentation of
the destruction of birds by house cats
could be added the following item. In
1932, a neighbour reported that their
cat "often" brought back young
American Bittern from a marsh near
their house. In 1933, a Ruby-throated
Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris)
nest with 2 eggs situated 3.6 m above
ground in a poplar tree was destroyed
by a cat. In 1948, a neighbour informed
him their cat had apparently killed an
adult Northern Flicker. Afledgling Barn
Swallow (Hirundo rustica) from a nest
in a front entryway was killed by a cat
while the other five young escaped.

Lindsay notes quite a few species
taken in leghold traps. These were
usuallymuskrat traps set in the wetlands,
butothers were noted. Suchoccurrences
were no doubt fairly common in the
early 1930s. Among the birds taken
wereAmerican Bittern, Turkey Vulture,
Northern Goshawk (mink and muskrat
traps), Virginia Rail (Rallus limicola),
Sora (Porzana corolina), Eastern
Screech-Owl (Otus asio - weasel trap),
Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus ­
pole trap), and Red-winged Blackbird.

And to the list of passerine birds
singing inappropriate songs, he has four
examples. On 12 May 1963, he noted a
Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendroica
pensylvanica) singing similar to a
"Myrtle Warbler" (D. coronata). On 10
June 1961, he heard a Black-throated
Blue Warbler (D. caerulescens) singing
so much like a Black-throated Green
Warbler (D. virens) that he almost
passed it off as the latter. On 20 June
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1948, he heard what he took to be a
Prairie Warbler singing its usual song,
but ending it with a near-perfect
rendition of a Field Sparrow (Spizella
pusilla) song. On locating the bird he
was astonished to find it was a Field
Sparrow. On 11 July 1953, he heard a
Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) that
ended its usual song by adding on a very
good rendition of a Northern Parula
(Parula americana) song.
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Notes

Unusual Nestings of the Winter Wren
by

Ron Tozer

The Winter Wren (Troglodytes
troglodytes) has an extensive range in
the "Northern Hemisphere of both the
New and Old Worlds" (Godfrey 1986).
In North America, it typically nests in a
hiddencavity within theearthy upturned
roots ofa fallen tree, underrotted stumps
or tree roots, in mossy hummocks or in
rocky crevices (Harrison. 1975, Terres
1982, Godfrey 1986). This note reports
on WinterWren nestings which involve
the use ofbuildings, in marked contrast
to the normal situation reported for this
species.

On 26 July 1987, Don Beauprie
showed me an active Winter Wren nest
containing at least three large young,
located in a small woodshed behind his
leasehold cottage on Cache Lake in
Algonquin Provincial Park (Canisbay
Township, Nipissing District). The nest
was built in the space between a beam
and the roof of the woodshed, and was
the typical bulky mass of twigs, grass
and mosses, lined with hair and feathers
(Harrison 1975). Access to the building
was gained through various openings.
The site was in a mature mixed forest of
Sugar Maple, Eastern Hemlock,
American Beech, White Birch, White
Spruce, and Balsam Fir, bordering
Cache Lake.

On 17 June 1995, Don Beauprie
again reported finding a Winter Wren
nest at Cache Lake, this time located on
the cottage itself! The nest appeared to
be abandoned, although apparently not
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due to human disturbance, since the
cottage was unoccupied prior to the
nest discovery. The nest had been built
above a window between the rafters of
the overhanging roof (which provided
shelter from above), and was supported
on the outward side by a shutter on the
window. Again, the nest was of typical
construction, and contained large
quantities of Sphagnum moss which
had apparently been collected from the
only nearby source, a large pot ofmoss
in which sundew (Drosera sp.) was
being grown.

The nest held five cold eggs (with
another broken egg on the ground
below) when I collected it on 1 July
1995. It was located 2.1 m above the
ground, and measured as follows:
outside diameter 12.0 cm, inside
diameter 5.5 cm, outside depth 5.5 cm,
and inside depth 3.0 cm. Apart from
being somwhat vertically compressed
due to the available space, the nest was
ofnormal size for this species (Peck and
James 1987). Nest data were deposited
in the Ontario Nest Records Scheme.

Remarkably, an additional,
partially constructed Winter Wren nest
(comprised entirely ofSpagnum moss)
was discovered at this sameCacheLake
cottage site in the fall of 1995 (Don
Beauprie, pers. comm.). It was located
in a sand-sifting box that was hanging
on the outside wall of a small shed
behind the cottage.



Discussion
Peck and James (1987) reported on 26
Winter Wren nests in the Ontario Nest
Records Scheme, and all but one were
in typical locations (e.g., fallen tree
roots, holes in tree stumps and fallen
logs, under a bank in a ditch, in moss on
a rock, and on a rock ledge). The one
exception was situated "underlivebirch
roots growing under a building", but
even thatnestwas notdirectly associated
with the structure. A literature search
yielded only one account of a Winter
Wren nest in North America that
involved a building. In 1874, Baird,
Brewer and Ridgway reported a Winter
Wren nest "built in an unoccupied log­
hut, among the fir-leaves and mosses in
a crevice between the logs" that had
been found by William F. Hall in Maine
(cited in Bent 1948).

The fact that the highly unusual
Winter Wren nests associated with
buildings in Algonquin Parkwere found
at the same location is also noteworthy.
Could the same male and/or female
have been involved in both years? Clapp
(1976) cited a banded Winter Wren in
Holland that lived to five years and nine
months as a longevity record for this
species. The nests at Cache Lake were
eight years apart, and hence there seems
very little chance of either member of
the original pair surviving that long.
However, the 1987 nest did fledge
young, and so a descendant of that pair
(with the inclination to use buildings
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for nesting) could possibly have been
involved in 1995.

Finally, the Winter Wren com­
monly utilizes buildings as nest sites in
Europe (Cramp 1988), even though this
habit is apparently so rare in North
America.
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An Unusual Warbling Vireo Nest and Egg
by

Ross D. James

On 31 May 1995, I watched a female
Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus) gathering
nesting material along the banks of the
Beaver River, about 2 km northeast of
Sunderland, Durham Regional
Municipality. She appeared to be
gathering nest lining, among the grasses
and sedges close to the ground.
Accompanied by the male, she flew to
a nest in a row ofscattered SilverMaples
(Acer saccharinum) along the bank.
The nest was· fairly typically placed,
about 5 m high, on a small side branch
offa main upright trunk, near the centre
of the tree, about two-thirds the total
tree height.

I visited the nest again on 14 June
and found only a single egg in the nest.
This seemed to have been a long time to
finish the nest and begin laying, but the
egg appeared fresh. I also noted that the
egg appeared to be longer and thinner
than usual for this species.

I returned to check the nest con­
tents just over a week later on 22 June,
and was surprised to find only the same
single egg in the nest. The birds were
present and agitated, and the egg was
warm. However, it was obviously
infertile, being as clear and pinky white
looking as a fresh egg. The female had
obviously been incubating for almost
two weeks already, a single egg that
would never hatch. I collected the nest
and egg (ROM #509606), relieving
them of a futile pursuit.

The nest was typical of Warbling
Vireos in size and shape. What was
somewhat unusual is that the birds had
used small Canada Goose (Branta
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canadensis) feathers in the construction.
The geese are numerous along the river
and feathers easy to find. Although the
use of a few feathers in nest lining has
previously been reported in Ontario,
their use in the main part of the nest has
not (Peckand James 1987). Bent (1950)
notes one nest with feathers from the
eastern U.S.A. The Sunderland nest
had at least a dozen feathers about 3 to
4 cm long visible on the outside of the
main body of the nest, as well as eight
visible in the lining.

Even more unusual was the single
egg. It measured 21.5 mm x 11.2 mm.
This is 1.2 mm longer than the longest
and 2 mm narrower than the narrowest
extremes of a sample of 50 eggs
measured by Bent (1950).

While only speculation, it is likely
that this was the first egg ever laid in the
first nest built by this female. Among
domestic chickens, the first egg laid is
likely to be the most atypical, being
abnormally long and narrow; as more
eggs are laid, the eggs become
progressively rounder toward the
normal shape (Romanoffand Romanoff
1949).

Warbling Vireos will ordinarily
renest in a new nest after the loss of a
nest. However, this pair moved from
the area after the nest was taken, and I
was not able to see whethersheproduced
more normal eggs and a larger clutch in
a subsequent nest.
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Yellow Rail in Mersea Township, Essex County
by

Alan J. Ryff

My fIrst encounter with a Yellow Rail
(Coturnicops noveboracensis) in the
lower Great Lakes happened on the
sunny day of 11 October 1995. About
1230 h, I was walking across a field
located 1.6km southeastofLeamington
in Mersea Township, Essex County.
The field lies between County Road 33
and SturgeonCreek, the majordrainage
system to the northwest of Point Pelee
National Park. The entire field was dry
on account of the unseasonably low
rainfall. I was searching for migrant
sparrows, in particular Nelson's Sharp­
tailed Sparrow (Ammodramus nelsoni).
As I crossed a stretch of tall grass, a
Yellow Rail flew up before me. With
weak wing beats and dangling legs, it
flew just above the grass for about 30 m
and then dropped backinto the grass. Its
secondaries immediatelycaughtmy eye;
they were white. Otherwise, the upper
surface of the wings - as well as the
upper surface of the body, head and
neck - appeared black. This darker
coloration indicates fIrst basic plumage.
Adult plumage is lighter due to the
broad tawny margins on the feathers of
the back, tertials, and scapulars (Ripley
1977).. The bill was shorter than the

head. The overall size of this rail was
obviously smaller than that of a Sora
(Porzana carolina). Yet its body was
stockier and its wings were longer than
those of a House Sparrow (Passer
domesticus).

I decided not to approach where
the Yellow Rail had landed lest I disturb
it. At about 1630 h, I showed Alan
Wormington the location ofthe Yellow
Rail, but we failed to flush it. However,
Wormington (pers. corom.) flushed it
on 12 October.

Without a tractor or a bird dog, the
Yellow Rail is exceedingly difficult to
observe or flush (personal experience
in Michigan, New Jersey, Florida and
Texas). Therefore, it comes as no
surprise that the Yellow Rail "is among
the most infrequently encountered of
all the birds known to breed" in Ontario
(Cadman et al. 1987). There are only
four or five records of Yellow Rail in
the PointPelee area (Alan Wormington,
pers. corom.).

Nevertheless, migrating Yellow
Rails probably have regular stop-over
sites along the north shore ofLake Erie.
Themigrants would take shelterin deep
grass having an abundance of food,
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where they would fatten up before
continuing their southward flight, which
could cross 80 to 150 km of Lake Erie,
depending on the direction taken.

The above Yellow Rail flew out of
a large patchofCanadaBlue-joint grass
(Calamagrostis canadensis). A native
species, Canada Blue-joint grows in
wet places (Dore and McNeill 1980). It
is abundant in the boreal forest (Dore
and McNeill 1980) and grows in the
supratidal meadow-marshes along the
coast of James Bay (Riley and McKay
1980). This coastland is part of the
Yellow Rail's breeding stronghold in
Ontario (Cadman etal. 1987). The range
ofCanadaBlue-joint extends southward
to Lake Erie and Lake Ontario (Dore
and McNeill 1980). Thus, the migrating
railsoftheHudson BayLowlands would
find a familiar refuge in the Canada
Blue-joint of southern Ontario. Also,
Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris
arundinacea) was growing along the

margins of the above patch of Canada
Blue-joint. In Ontario, the range of this
moisture-loving species coincides with
that of Canada Blue-joint (Dore and
McNeill 1980).

Most likely, if birders searched
patches ofCanada Blue-joint and Reed
Canary Grass, especially nearLakeErie
in October, the number of records of
Yellow Rail would rise sharply.
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Remembering Roger Tory Peterson
by

Jim Wilson

In the early sixties, while President of
the Detroit Audubon Society, a chapter
ofthe National Audubon Society, I was
able to attend the latter society's
conventions in Seattle and Milwaukee.
There, with the customary dignitaries,
the familiar Roger Tory Peterson was
always in evidence. I can remember to
my surprise when getting on an elevator
in Milwaukee, Mr. Peterson was the
sole occupant; and how, in my
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awestricken state, I could only muster a
muffled "hello" for the man who had
made birdwatching such an enjoyable
hobby for thousands, including me. In
his field guides, by using an arrow or
two to point out the salient features of
the bird in his illustration, he made bird
identification easy for beginners. At the
time I wanted to thankhim, yet hesitated
to approach this quiet, reserved,
withdrawn-looking man.



Several years later, thatopportunity
arose once more when it was agreed the
members of the Rare Bird Committee
of Point Pelee National Park would act
as hosts to conduct Roger, and his
attractive wife, Virginia, to some of
Pelee's interesting birding locations.
(Virginiadid the rangemaps in theback
ofhis field guide thatwas to bepublished
later.) At the designated time, with the
CBC film and sound crews at theready,
I found my young son, Jim, and I were
the only ones present to walk with the
Petersons and his several hundred
admirers. At the outset as we walked the
NatureTrail towards the tip ofthePoint,
I became aware of his excellent "ear"
for birds. Ahead of us, on the narrow
trail, a distant Cerulean Warbler sang
which caused him to come back to me
to ask if many Ceruleans came through
Pelee on spring migration. I answered
that we always received a few, "just like
the one you heard up the trail just a
second ago". We had a friendly, little
chuckle over that incident.

After the walk through the woods,
the famous "sparrow field", and the
Point, we paused where our guest
autographed field guides. Not only his
"own" received his signature, but also
many ofChandler Robbins' field guide,
"Birds of North America", that was
very popular at the time. He signed
these amicably, and to my delight, at the
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end, didn't hesitate to place his name on
the flaps of several cigarette packages.
This was when any feelings ofawe that
I had possessed for him those many
years disappeared, for here I saw a
regular fellow like the other
birdwatchers I knew.

Near Hillman's Marsh, in a water­
filled ditch where we were observing
one of the rails, page 275 of "Robbins
Field Guide" floated on the still water,
where, at the top of the page, an
illustration of the brilliant Hooded
Warblergazedupatus.Naturally,afew
minutes of jovial buffoonery ensued
among those present before our
departure from this spot!

A sumptuous lunch followed our
long morning of birding, yet the last
minute or two will always remain with
me when Roger Peterson told me I was
one of the best at identifying. birds by
song with whom he had been birding
recently. Thus, if I become completely
deaf to bird sound some day, I can
always cherish that compliment from
the "Great Birdman"!

One last thought on this famous,
gentle man occurs whenever anyone
looks reluctantly through my ancient,
scratched telescope. I jokingly chide
them, "Don't scoff at that old thing!
Roger Tory Peterson once looked
through there!"

Jim Wilson, Box 385, Dorset, Ontario POA lEO.
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Northern Shrike Kills Bird Over Water
by

Bruce M. Di Labio

On 11 November 1995, while birding at
Prince Edward Point, Prince Edward
County, I observed (through my Kowa
scope) a Northern Shrike (Lanius
excubitor) approximately 200 m
offshore chasing a small passerine,
probably a redpoll (Carduelis sp.). The
pursuit lasted a few minutes, with the
small bird attempting every maneuver
possible to evade the shrike.
Unfortunately for the small, tiring bird,
the shrike maintained its attack. At least
two attempts were made by the shrike to
capture the bird. The first was
unsuccessful and the redpoll escaped,
but on the second attempt the shrike
grabbed the bird with its bill and feet
simultaneously. At first the redpoll
flapped frantically in an attempt to

escape, but within seconds the small
bird ceased to move and the shrike
changed direction, flying towards
Timber Island with the redpoll secured
in its feet.

Based on Cade (1967), shrikes have
rarely been reported hunting over a
body ofwater. Typically during migra­
tion and on the wintering grounds,
shrikes hunt small rodents over open
fields or pursue small birds at feeders.
One wonders if this shrike's hunting
method was a learned behaviour to be
repeated or a chance occurrence.
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Photo Quiz
by

Ron Pittaway

The quiz bird is a Bicknell's Thrush! It
is clearly a thrush in the genus Catharus,
oneofeither Veery, Swainson's, Hennit,
Gray-cheeked or Bicknell's. The
extensive and heavy spotting on the
breast should eliminate even the
salicicola subspecies of the Veery.
Swainson's has dark lores and usually a
bold eyering; a broad supraloral stripe
(not always present) connects to the
eyering. Hermit Thrushes usually have
well-defined, narrow eyerings, and the
bicolored bill is less contrasting. Our
bird is either a Gray-cheeked or a
Bicknell's Thrush. Both have
inconspicuous eyerings, or incomplete

eyerings (with whitish brackets slightly
over and behind the eyes) like the quiz
bird. We can't be sure which species it
is in a black-and-white photograph, but
the more extensive pale base of the
lower mandible suggests Bicknell's.
Fortunately, I have in front ofmecolour
slides showing side, front and back
views of this bird. The inner two thirds
of the lower mandible is a fairly bright
pale yellow, indicating Bicknell's. The
dorsal view shows a warm, back and a
hint ofchestnut on the tail. In the Gray­
cheeked (subspecies aliciae), the back
and tail are more grayish olive. The side
view shows rufous edges to the primaries
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and outer secondaries, another good
indicator of Bicknell's. This banded
Bicknell's Thrush was photographed·
by Doug McRae on 17 May 1980 at
Prince Edward Point near Kingston.
After handling many thrushes that day,
Doug reported that it was small in the
hand and measurements supported its
identification as a Bicknell's Thrush.
Measurements are on file with the
Kingston Field Naturalists' Club. Doug
has agreed to have his photographs
reviewed by the OBRC and the KFN
will be asked for the measurements.
The OBRC will be reviewing specimen
and photograph records of Bicknell's
Thrush. A record must be accepted
before it can be added officially to the·
Ontario checklist. The status of
Bicknell's Thrush in Ontario is still
unknown. In summer, it is found in
Quebec north ofOttawa and Pembroke.
As I mentioned in OFO NEWS 14(2): 1
and 8, it is "probably a rare but regular
spring and fall migrant in Eastern
Ontario." There is a remote chance that
it may breed in Ontario. A search of
suitable habitat in northeastern Ontario
is needed.

Diagnostic field marks of non­
singing Bicknell's are being tested and
more identification articles are expected
in birding journals. Currently, the best
articleon the identificationofBicknell 's
Thrush is by Ian Mclaren in the October
1995 Birding 27(5): 358-366. Concern
has been expressed about the field
identification of Bicknell's; for
example, David Agro' s letter in the
December 1994 Ontario Birds 12 (3):
85 and P. William Smith in the August
1996 Birding 28 (4): 275-276. But note
the remarks ofNed Brinkley (Birdchat,
26 February 1996); "there are a few
people currently concerned about
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variation in plumage of minimus and
aliciae Gray-cheeks, but it is interesting
(if one hears the preliminary reports
correctly) that most of the people
working against a notion ofidentifiable
Bicknell's are working with museum
skins. I find in spring migration that I
am able to detect Bicknell's by its
distinctive song, and that (so far) 100%
of Bicknell's detected first by ear have
conformed to Henri Ouellet's
description ofBicknell' s plumage. The
same, so far, has been true of non­
Bicknell's Gray-cheeks." Fortunately,
breeding Bicknell's areeasily identified
by a combination of range, song, calls,
habitat and field marks.

Finding Bicknell's Thrush:
Bicknell's Thrush is· the most elusive
and sought after of the new species
recently announced by the American
Ornithologists' Union (Auk 112 (3):
819-830), based on the studies ofHenri
Ouellet (Ontario Birds 11(2): 41-45;
Wilson Bulletin 105(4): 545-572). In
early July 1996, Jean Iron andl searched
for Bicknell's in Quebec. We heard but
did not see them! However, we learned
a few lessons about finding (and seeing)
them which should be of interest to
birders planning to look for them in
1997. On 7 and 8 July, we checked
Mont Sir Wilfrid (near Mont Laurier) in
the Laurentians north of Ottawa. After
the pavement ends, the last 11 km are
along a service road to three
communication towers at the summit,
elevation 806 metres (2645 feet). Jean's
Toyota barely made it up the narrow,
steep and bumpy road to the top. Getting
there is the easy part; finding Bicknell's
Thrush is the hard part. We experienced
wind, rain, and fog. Having arrived at
the summit in late afternoon, we waited



over four hours until dusk before the
thrushes started calling and singing.
We heard several Swainson's, but no
Bicknell's. Before dawn the next day,
we again ascended Mont Sir Wilfrid.
The weather was a little better, still
windy and misty, but not as nice as
lower down the mountain. Again we
heard many Swainson' s but no
Bicknell's.

We drove back to AyImer, Quebec
(near Ottawa), where we visited Michel
Gosselin at the new headquarters of the
Canadian Museum of Nature. Michel
showed us the Bicknell's locations on
the range map in the new Quebec
Breeding Bird Atlas. He suggested we
try Mont Megantic (1100 metres or
3600 feet) in the Eastern Townships,
because there's a good paved road to
the observatory at the top.

Compared to Mont Sir Wilfrid,
Mont Megantic is easy to find and drive
to the summit. There's inexpensive
accommodation and food at the hotel in
Notre Dame des Bois, along Highway
212. It is 12.5 km from the hotel to the
observatory at the summit. Go north
following the signs to Parc du Mont
Megantic and the observatory. The last
1.5 km to the top has the best habitat.
We heard Bicknell's Thrushes at the
observatory and along the road at the
big bend, 1.5 km below, where there's
a good pull off. We heard mostly call
notes. There are lots of Swainson' s in
the same habitat and at lower elevations,
but their song and call notes are quite
different. Bicknell's call note is a slurred
ve-eer, suggesting a Veery, but more
nasal and higher pitched. Bicknell's
has another call note, like the first, but
louder and piercing. Swainson's call is
a much different emphatic wick. We
heard only one Bicknell's singing. It
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sang three times near the observatory,
just before dark on 9 July. We seemed
out of luck in seeing one this year, but
we're going back next year after what
we learned.

Back in the Ottawa area, I related
ourexperiences to myoid birding friend,
Rick Poulin. Rick, formerly of the
Canadian Museum of Nature, worked
with Henri Ouellet onBicknell's Thrush.
Rick recommended several things to
improve our chances of seeing
Bicknell's next year. First, go during
the fIrst three weeks of June because
singing drops off quickly afterwards,
whereas Swainson's sing well into
July. Second, use the songs from Monty
Brigham's BirdSounds ofCanada ,Vol.
2 CD # 2 Track 15, to attract them. Do
not use Gray-cheeked songs; they will
not attract Bicknell's. If tapes are used
sparingly and with discretion, I see no
problem using themin areas that are not
heavily birded. Also, learn the Veery­
like call notes to detect the presence of
Bicknell's on territory. Best times are
dawn and dusk when they are most
active and vocal. Watch also for
Bicknell's during the day in late June
and July, when they are foraging for
food to feed young. Note that
Swainson's Thrushes are common in
Bicknell's habitat at Mont Sir Wilfrid
and MontMegantic, butwe encountered
no Veeries or Hermit Thrushes. Finally,
Catharus thrushes are tough birds to
see on the breeding grounds. They are
birds of the shadows and often sing
from hidden perches. Have you ever
tried to spot a singing Veery or Hermit
Thrush?

The mountaintop habitat of
Bicknell's Thrush is often described as
"scrub spruces". However, on Mont
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Sir Wilfrid and Mont Megantic the
coniferous forest is 99 percent Balsam
Fir, not spruce. The most common
deciduous tree is White Birch at both
locations. Keep in mind that
mountaintop weather is variable, often
windy and misty. It can be cold too, so
take warm clothes. If you plan to go
next year to get Bicknell's for your

Canadian and ABA lists, be sure to
contact me for exact directions. I hope
that I have intrigued you to attend the
OFO Annual General Meeting on 19
October. Meet ornithologist Dr. Henri
Ouellet and learn more about Bicknell's
and other Catharus thrushes from the
world's foremost expert. Don't miss
this experience.

Ron Pittaway, Box 619, Minden, Ontario KOM 2KO

Editors' Note:
Bob Curry will be back doing the Photo Quiz in the December issue. Bob welcomes
photos to analyze in future issues. If you have a favourite photo that would prove
challenging to readers, please contact Bob or the editors.
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Bauscb & Lomb's
NeVI' Waterproof Bauscb & Lomb
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