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Chedklist of the Birds of the Leske Street Spit. 1989. compiled by J. Carley, H. Elliot
and V. Higgins. Available from Friends of the Spit, P.O. Box 467, Station I

Toronto, Ontario M4] 4Z2. 12 pp. Free.

The Leslie Street Spit is a man-
made peninsula approximately 5km
in length, which extends out into
Lake Ontario from the base of
Leslie Street, Metropolitan
Toronto. Although construction
began in 1959, and is ongoing, the
spit first began to take its present
shape in the mid-1970s. Due to its
lakefront location and diversity of
habitats, the area quickly became
recognized as one of the premier
birding spots in the Toronto
region.

This checklist takes the form of
a pocket-sized card designed for use
in the field. Species are listed in
taxonomic order and four blank
columns are provided after the
birds’ names to record sightings.

The occurrence of 284 species is
documented, a total which is all the
more impressive when one
considers that the vast majority
were observed in the past decade.
Some of the more notable records
include: Northern Gannet, Yellow-

crowned Night-Heron, Eurasian
Wigeon, Sandhill Crane, Piping
Plover, American Avocet, California
Gull (first nest record for Ontario),
Western Kingbird, Black-billed
Magpie, Dickcissel, Lark Bunting
and Lesser Goldfinch.

Notations are provided
indicating species that have bred
and/or been recorded on a
Christmas Bird Count. Although no
frequency or abundance status is
given, species for which there are
very few records are highlighted
and further documentation of these
birds is requested.

The inside back cover contains a
series of annotations regarding
various “spit specialties”. Among
these are short accounts of the
phenomenal growth of the
headland’s Blackcrowned Night-
Heron and Ring-billed Gull
colonies and the coincident decline
ofits nesting populations of
Caspian Terns and Common Terns.

Donald M. Fraser, 694 Irwin Cres., Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 5A2
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Ontario
Field Ornithologists

Ontario Field Ornithologists is an organization dedicated to the study of
birdlife in Ontario. It was formed to unify the ever-growing numbers of field
ornithologists (birders/birdwatchers) across the province and to provide a
forum for the exchange of ideas and information among its members. The
Ontario Field Omithologists officially oversees the activities of the Ontario
Bird Records Committee (OBRC), publishes a newsletter and a journal,
Ontario Birds, hosts field trips throughout Ontario and holds a Spring Field
Meeting and an Annual General Meeting in the autumn.

All persons interested in bird study, regardless of their level of expertise,
are invited to become members of the Ontario Field Ornithologists.
Membership dues are $17.00 Annual Member or $340.00 Life Member. All
members receive Ontario Birds, the official publication of the Ontario Field
Ornithologists. Please send memberships to: Ontario Field Ornithologists,
P.O. Box 1204, Station B, Burlington, Ontario L7P 3S9.

Officers of the Corporation
President — Margaret Bain, 210 Byron St. N., Whitby, Ontario L1N 4N1

Vice-President and Field Trips — T. Ron Scovell, 3 Sims Cres., Rexdale, Ontario
M9V 259

Treasurer— Trevor Levere, 649 Broadway Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M4G 2S8

Secretary — Gerry Shemilt, 51 Montressor Drive, Willowdale, Ontario M2P 123

Membership Secretary — Bill Walker, Box 28, Deep River, Ontario K0J 1P0

Journal Editor — Donald M. Fraser, 694 Irwin Cres., Newmarket, Ontario
L3Y5A2

Newsletter Editor— Geoff Carpentier, 964 Weller St., Peterborough, Ontario
K9J 4Y2

OBRC Representative— Glenn Coady, #604-60 Mountview Avenue, Toronto,
Ontario M2P 214 '

Special Issues — Victoria Carley, 218 Humbercrest Blvd., Toronto, Ontario
M6S 413

Birdathon Coordinator — Gail Worth, #1107-211 Queen’s Quay West, Toronto,
Ontario M5] 2M6

Publicity — Mitchell Temkin, 64 Somerset Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M6H 2R4

Planning— John McCauley, 55 Trothen Circle, Markham, Ontario L3P 4H3

FON Representative— Kayo J. Roy, 26 Ziraldo Road, St. Catharines, Ontario
L2N 6S9

Past President— D.V. Chip Weseloh, 1391 Mt. Pleasant Road, Toronto, Ontario
M4N 2T7






