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F IRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING• BURLINGTON, ONTARIO 

On Saturday, November 13 , 1 982, the inaugur al Annual Genera l Meet ing o f 

the OFO was held a t Aldershot High Schoo l in Burlington, Approx imately 

125 people attended the morn ing session , which was largely devoted to a 

discussion of the organization's p urpose, objectives and history . Bob 

Curry, Chairman of the newly revamped Ontario Bird Reco r ds Committee 

explained the role a nd operat i ng guidel ines of the OB RC, whose activi ties 

the OFO will ove rsee. The officia l business havi ng been comple t ed , the 

podium was turned o ver to Richard Knapton, who presented a highly 

informative slide talk o n the subt l etie s of sparrow i dent ification . By 

t he end we were all more familia r with the fi eld characteristics of this 

difficult group , esp e cially the signif i cance of malar s tripes . Richard 

was followed by our secon d speaker, Ibn To z e r , who gave us a ve ry 

humorous account of the Al gonquin Park Ch ri stmas Bird Count . ' Although 

many of t he anecdotes Ron recounted s tretched t h e l imits of one's 

imagination, t hey were all well doctunented with pho tographic evidence . 

Ron Ridout, the final speaker, gave a s lide shor11 preview o f what to 

expect o n our Sunday field t rip to Niagara. 

Three field trips t o local birding area s were offered i n the afternoon. 

A trip t o Coote's Paradi s e led by Ron Ridout a nd Bi 11 Crins produced a 

Brant , an immature Bald Eagle and a late Blue-gray Gnatcatcher . Alan 

Wormington• s t our of the lakeshore t urned up a Red-throated Loon o f f Van 

Wagner's Beach, while the highlight of Ke v in McLau.ghlin's fiel d trip was 

a female Harlequin Duck at the e ntrance to the canal. 

An evening "social " at t he Dofasc o recreation hall in Hamilton only 

attracted 27 people. Despite the low tur.nout, everyone pre s e nt had a 

good time. A draw was he l d fo r an origina l Ibn Ridout painting of Little 

Gulls; Brenda Brobst of Cambridge was the lucky winner . 

On Sunday , about 50 people took p art i n an all-day outing to the Ni agara 

River . A total of 11 specie s of gul ls was seen, among them an adult 

Black-headed, one Lesser Black-backed and a Thaye r • s . By weekend's end , 

the OFO had gained almo st 7 5 new members. More importantly, the supp ort 

and enthusiasm demonstrated by those in attendance aff i nned o ur 

conviction that the future of the OFO will b e long a.nd productive. 

ONTARIO BIRDS• the journal of the Ontario Field Orni thologists 

The OFO will publish a journal entitled Ontario Birds. The objective o f 

the journal will b e to provide a forum f or the exchange and d i ssemination 

of ideas and knowledge among Ontario field orni thologis t s. The expected 

date of publication of the first issue is e a r ly April 1983. At presen t 
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we have over a dozen articles commi tted for this first issue, covering 
such topics asa 

* The status and di s tribution o f the Red-shouldered Hawk in 
Ontario 

* Winter distribution of the Common Crow in Ontario ' an ana lysis 
o f Christmas Bird Count data 

* Identification of Loggerhead a nd Northern Shrike s 

* A revised checklist of Ontario bi rds (1982) 

* Report of the Ontario Bird Records Committee, 1982 

* A birding site guide to Thickson's Woods, Whltby 

* Fi r st record of Pa inted Bunting for Ontario and Canada 

* Crepuscular f al l flight of J\merican \>loodcock 

* A book review of a Bird -Fi nding Gu i de to Ontario 

The experience of those a ssociated with the producti on of Ontario Birds 
is fitting for the task. As co-editors, Chip and Linda Weseloh have more 
than 20 years experience in editing and compiling natural history c lub 
newsletters. Caro l Fox, a professional book designer has designed the 
cover and interior of the journal. Heathe r Runt z, the fourth member of 
the production team, also has several years o f j ournal writing and design 
experience. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 

All material for Ontario Birds will be contributed by volunteers. We 
encourage the submission of ful l length articles or short notes on the 
status of bird species in Ontario, significant provincial, regional and 
county distributi onal records, tips on bird identi fication, behavioural 
observa tions of birds in Ontari o, location guides to significant 
birdwatching - areas in Ontario, book reviews and similar material of 
i nterest pertaining t o Ontario bi r ds. We do not accept s ubmissions 
dealing with "listing" and at present we discourage Seasonal SUmmaries of 
bird sightings as these are covered, respectively, by Birdfinding in 
canada and American Birds. Distributional records of species for which 
the Ontario Bird Records Committee requi res documentation must . be 
accepted by this Committee before they can be published i n Ontario 
Birds . Submissions should be type-written and double-spaced on 8 1/2" x 
11" unlined paper. Prints of black and white photographs are encouraged, 
and will be accepted either in accompaniment with articles or for general 
illustrative purpos es. 

OFO EXECUTIVEa 1982-83 

The following peopl e have been appoi nted to the boa rd o f dire ctors of the 
Ontario Field Ornithologists f or 1982-83. In future years elections will 
be held at the Annua l General Meet i ng . 
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Board of Directors 

Ron Ri dout , Or i l lia 
Bill Crins, Miss issauga 
Verne Evans , Oakville 
Coug McRae , Pet erborough 
Don Fraser , Ne wma rket 

President 
Vice-pres i den t 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
t-tembership Sec ~ 

Editors 
OBRC Repre sentative 
Director 

Chip & Linda \'leseloh, To r onto 
Don Sutherland , Mallorytown 
Mike Runtz, Arnprior 

Director Sar ah Wood, Hamilton 
** ***** ** 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Winter Waterfowl a.nd Gul l Identif i cation 

On Saturday 8 

will lead a 
Februa ry 19 , 1983 , 

birding fi e ld trip 
Chip a n d Linda Weselo h and Ron 

along the Toronto waterfront. 
Ridout 
While 

anyone i s invited to join us, much of the empha s is o f t h i s outi ng will be 
on identification for n ovice birders ~ At this time of the year , we can 
e xp ect large c oncentrations of wintering ducks and gulls. Meet at the 
oakville GO St ation par king lot at 9c00 A..Jvl. Bring binoculars, l unch and 

dres s warmly. If yo' require additiona l info n na tion or have d i ff icul t y 
with trans portatlon t o 0a kvi le, the co-leaders c an be contacted at the 

following numbers' 
Chip and Linda W~seloh (4 16) 485-1464 
Ron Ridout (41 6 ) 270-1349 

SPRING FIELD MEETING1 POINT PELEE 

A spring field meeting of the OFO wil l be held at Point Pelee National 
Par k , I..eam.ington, Ontario on the weekend of May 14-15 , 1983. An evening 
program will be p r esented starting at 7 t30 PM, Satur day, i n the 
In·terpretive Centr e Theatre. Details wi l l follow in t he Ap r il i s sue of 
Ontari o Birds. 

MOOSONEE TR.1Pa SEPTE1-1BER 

A field t rip to Hooso nee i s being planned around a weekend in 
mid-September , 1983. This is an excellent location a nd date for massive 
s horebird and waterbird migrations. Because of the extensi ve travel time 
i nvo lve d , a minimum of fi v e days (Thu rsday evening - We d nesday morning ) 
shoul d be allotted from Southern Ontar io. Start planning now. More 
detai ls later . 

ONTARIO BIRDS ' AUTUI\ffi ISSUE 

The second issue of Ontario Birds is p l anned for September-October 1983. 

Articles, notes, re•.ri e ws , etc., are n ow be i ng accepted by the Editors. 
We encourage you to contribute. 




