




















Spring Migration of Common Loons Over Central Toronto
1995 to 2006

George Fairfield

Introduction

Spring counts were made of migrating Common Loons
(Gavia immer) from 1995 to 2006 inclusive from the deck
of the writer’s home at 332 Sheldrake Avenue in Toronto,
Ontario. The property is on high ground overlooking
Sherwood Park in central Toronto. The lookout provides a
window of the sky of 1.1 km, west to east, from Mount
Pleasant Road to Bayview Avenue and 0.7 km, north to
south, from Erskine Avenue to Blythwood Road.

Observations

The Common Loon is a good choice for a migration
study. They are easily seen and there is no difficulty in
identifying them. They do not flock the way geese and
cormorants do. I never saw a “V” or line of loons during
my study. They travelled singly, in pairs, or in small
groups with no apparent pattern to their grouping.

They flew at a fairly low elevation as they passed over
my viewing area. Based upon the height of the buildings
visible from my viewing site I estimated that they flew
below 300 m above ground. I assume that the loons begin
their flight in the northern part of Lake Ontario and have
not reached their normal flying height when passing over
my property which is only 9 km from the lake, a short
flight for birds capable of travelling 100 km/h (Godfrey
1986). That these heights were well below the normal
flying height for loons during migration is shown by radar
studies. Kerlinger (1982) found that loons migrated be-

Common Loon by Brandon Holden

tween 900 and 2200 m above ground level with most
birds flying between 1500 and 1800 m when migrating
over inland New York State.

Kerlinger (1982) found the direction of flight was west
of north and assumed that they were travelling from the
Atlantic coast of the United States to Lake Ontario. I
found that almost without exception the loons were flying
northwest when they passed his viewing station. No doubt
they were flying from Lake Ontario to Georgian Bay and
the upper Great Lakes. These bodies of water would pro-
vide resting and feeding areas until the ice went out on

Years Dates Covered First Seen Last Seen
1995 1 April to 15 April, 30 April to 3 June, 6 June 3 April 6 June
1996 14 April to 14 May, 17 May, 22 May to 27 May 16 April 24 May
1997 22 March to 8 June 3 April 3 June
1998 26 March to 9 May , 20 May to 6 June 7 April 1 June
1999 1 April to 7 June 9 April 5 June
2000 12 April to 7 June 13 April 3 June
2001 4 April to 4 June 10 April 30 May
2002 11 March to 13 May, 8 May to 30 May 10 April 29 May
2003 1 April to 9 May, 14 May to 31 May 18 April 31 May
2004 6 April to 15 May 8 April 15 May
2005 9 April to 5 June 13 April 29 May
2006 15 April to 15 May 15 April 12 May
Average 9 April 31 May

Figure 1. Observations for 1995-2006: dates covered; first seen; last seen; average dates of first and last seen.
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their nesting lakes.

Loons are an early morning migrant over Toronto.
There was a short gap between daybreak and the appear-
ance of the first loons over our house. Williams (1973)
found the Common Loon to be a diurnal migrant. There
would be an advantage in leaving Lake Ontario as soon as
daylight permitted in that it would provide a full day to
reach the next resting place before dark.

The core time of the watch upon which the calcula-
tions in this study are based was 1.5 hours beginning at
daybreak. However, the actual time of observation was
usually two to three hours beginning at daybreak and end-
ing when no more loons were coming over. Times were
recorded in Eastern Daylight Saving Time and adjusted to
minutes after daybreak. Daybreak was used rather than
the official sunrise time because the flight began before
sunrise. | found daybreak to be about 25 minutes before
official sunrise. No doubt the loons' departure from Lake

Ontario would be bascd on the degree of daylight rather
than sunrise.

Spring Loon Migration at Toronto

To find out when the loons were migrating, observations
were started in March and ended in June for several years.
The earliest date a loon was recorded was 3 April in 1995
and 1997 and the latest was 6 June 1995. See Figure 1.

The average first and last seen sightings were: first
seen — 10 April, last seen — 29 May. The “last seen” dates
in 2004 and 2006 were not included in the average in Fig-
ure 1 because I was away both years after 15 May.

This extremely long migration period of about seven
weeks is no doubt rclated to the timing of melting of the
ice on the lakes where the loons nest (Figure 2). Since
loons require open water to take off and land, their arrival
at nesting lakes depends on the disappearance of the ice.
See additional information in caption of Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Horizontal lines on map of Ontario show the mean (average) dates at which the ice leaves lakes and bays progressing
from southern Ontario north to Hudson Bay (inset map). With a warming climate in recent years, ice-out now occurs about one
week earlier in Algonquin Park (based on park records) and probably elsewhere across the north. Common Loons are also arriv-
ing about one week earlier than 30 years ago in Algonquin Park. The first loons arrive before lakes are clear of ice, often land-
ing at river mouths or in the first open water areas awaiting break-up (fide Ron Tozer). Map adapted from Crowe et al. (1977).
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Population Trends

To detect trends in the population a
sample was taken of the average num-
ber of loons counted per day during
the heaviest period of migration, 15
April to 15 May, in the years 1995 to
2006. The count in 1995 is not in-
cluded in this study because the period
April 15 to April 30 was missed.

In Figure 3 on those days marked
“0” no loons were seen. Days when no
coverage was made were left blank.

There was a reduction in the num-
ber of loons seen over a 10 year period
1996 to 2005 as shown in Figures 3
and 4. In the year 2000 there appeared
to be a reverse in the trend. This high
average was the result of a flight of
162 loons on 11 May 2000 following
a period of only 14 loons from 5 May
to 10 May and may have been an aber-
ration resulting from poor flying con-
ditions for the previous six days.

Population Threats

McIntyre and Barr (1997) list many
human activities that are having a det-
rimental effect on loon populations
across North America. They list: hunt-
ing and trapping for food, pesticides
and other contaminants/toxins, heavy
metals including mercury from indus-
trial plants, poisoning from lead sink-
ers and jigs used by fishermen, fishing
nets and traps, development of shore-
line and islands for marinas, summer
homes and campsites, oil spills (loons
dive rather than fly to try to escape oil
slicks), and disturbance at nest and
nursery sites during recreational use of
lakes by humans. Jet skis are particu-
larly damaging to chicks because they
are fast, manoeuvrable, and able to run
in shallow water.

All these factors are increasing as
human populations grow. This is re-
flected in the increase in the use of
lakes for cottages, recreation and hunt-
ing and fishing. Contaminants from
both expanding urban centres and
more intensive farming are resulting
in the pollution of lakes and rivers.

There have been large die-offs of
loons in the Great Lakes resulting
from avian botulism. Type E botulism
is connected with the consumption of
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1996 [ 1997 | 1998 [ 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 200 | 2006
15 April 8 3 4 21 0 0 0 (5) 1
16 April 4 2 35 12 2 0 2 0 5
17 April 2 1 22 2 3 0 0 0 4
18 April 1 16 1 6 0 8 25 1 0 0 1
19 April 0 12 5 8 0 10 2 0 2 1 5
20 April 5 2 8 0 10 5 2 4 0 2
21 April 45 37 18 19 0 0 11 0 2 7/ 1
22 April 113 62 21 6 3 4 0 1 0 1 0
23 April 17 44 50 111 79 12 3 2 2 0 S
24 April 3 45 44 16 45 2 0 24 1 0 2
25 April 16 14 51 7 166 10 0 25 1 0 1
26 April 2 29 56 3 55 16 4 16 0 0
27 April 1 13 23 6 1 12 17 3 0 6
28 April 2 24 2 23 0 1 2 3 3
29 April 66 12 8 3 11 14 11 10 0 1 0
30 April 4 6 9 23 27 0 29 1 0 6
1 May 4 7 39 29 2 10 39 0 0 5 7
2 May 3 9 18 5 16 8 0 17 13 0
3 May 7 22 31 21 2 3 56 19 3 2
4 May 29 49 5 15 73 10 11 16 2 1
5 May 25 41 21 38 0 45 2 11 2 1 5
6 May 37 4 28 21 0 3 0 3 3 0
7 May 2 37 16 14 1 2 0 1 2 2 0
8 May 2 28 22 13 0 30 4 0 3 1
9 May 18 0 0 0 9 0 3 1
10 May 26 8 0 0 1 0 1 0
11 May 3 141 11 162 0 7 1 2 0
12 May 36 6 2 7 14 0 2 0 1
13 May 35 37 2 0 24 0 3 0 0
14 May 2 13 7 1 18 3 0 0
15 May 25 6 8 25 12 0 0
Loons 474 710 446 418 695 359 173 280 96 40 60
Days 23 27 22 26 29 30 29 27 31 31 29
Av/day 206 | 263 | 203 16.1 24.0 12.0 6.0 10.4 3.1 13 2.1

Figure 3. Number of loons counted between 15 April and 15 May from 1996 to 20086.

fish and occurs mainly in loons and gulls. It is believed that the bacteria are
making their way into the ecosystem through zebra mussels and goby fish; both
are recent invasive species.

Discussion and Conclusion

Do my counts over Toronto reflect an actual fall in the size of the loon popula-
tion? T have had recent correspondence with John Carley who does a morning
loon watch over his home which overlooks the Humber River in west Toronto
and with David Martin who has been monitoring the spring loon migration
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over his home at Belmont, close to London, Ontario. Both
John and David have not found a fall in numbers similar
to those reported here. It therefore appears likely that my
study does not reflect a drop in loon numbers across On-
tario, but only the birds that migrate over my viewing
area. It may be that the area used for resting and feeding
(staging) prior to their flight to northern lakes has
changed. It is comforting to know that the fall in loon
numbers over east Toronto is not reflective of the popula-
tion as a whole.

Recommendations

I will continue monitoring loons because of the threats
outlined above. I hope that John Carley and David Martin
will publish their findings. I encourage others to monitor
loon movements to accumulate base line data on their
movements, flight direction, altitude, numbers and peak
migration periods. This information will be important in
understanding loon migration strategies and in detecting
changes in numbers. Data from spring loon studies also
will be important in the placement of wind farms.
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Birds of Hamilton
by Bob Curry

Reserve your copy early of Birds of Hamilton and
Surrounding Areas to be released in September
2006 by the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. This 600
page hardcover book will be the most authoritative
regional publication ever published on birds in On-
tario. Lead author is Robert Curry with chapters by
top birders. Foreword by Fred Bodsworth. Thorough
accounts of over 385 species including status, rela-
tive abundance, seasonal bar graphs for each spe-
cies, colour maps of hot spots, habitats, behavioural
and ecological information. Illustrated with 32
pages of colour photographs by Ontario photogra-
phers. Numerous paintings and drawings by Robert
Bateman, David Beadle and Peter Burke. Use bro-
chure enclosed with this issue of OFO News to or-
der your copy of the Birds of Hamilton. Please note
the deadline for a $10 discount is extended to the 30
July for OFO members. The perfect Christmas pre-
sent for your favourite birder.
Website www. hamiltonnature.org

Search for OFO Website Coordinator
From the OFO Board of Directors

Brandon Holden has resigned as OFO Website Coordi-
nator because of summer work and college this fall.
OFO is searching for a volunteer to replace him. The
job requires keeping this very popular site up-to-date
with news on trips and other OFO activities and general
maintenance. The Website Coordinator would also be
encouraged to develop ideas for a revamped website in
collaboration with the OFO Board. The ideal candidate
would have the software knowledge, which is not com-
plicated, to run the website. For more information,
please contact Sandra Eadie <sandra.eadie@telus.net>
or phone 416-883-8543 or any member of the OFO
Board, see www.ofo.ca/officers.htm.

Search for Ontbirds Coordinator
From the OFO Board of Directors

Mark Cranford is retiring as Ontbirds Coordinator after
almost five years. Under Mark’s direction Ontbirds has
become one of the largest and most successful birding
listservs in the world. OFO is looking for a new volun-
teer Ontbirds Coordinator. A knowledge of computers
and excellent interpersonal skills are essential. If you
are interested in being Ontbirds Coordinator or would
like more information, please contact Mark at
<mark.cranford@ofo.ca> or phone 905-279-9576 or
contact any member of the OFO Board, see
www.ofo.ca/officers.htm.
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Book Review

Hawks From Every Angle
Reviewed by Derek Lyon

Hawks From Every An-
gle: How To Identify
Hawks In Flight. By Jerry
Liguori. 2005. Princeton
University Press.  Soft-
cover, 7.5 x 9.5 inches, 144
pages, 339 colour photos
on 68 colour plates, 32
black and white photos, 2
maps. ISBN:0-691-11825-
6. $28.95CAN

This book studies the flight identification of 19 species of
hawks. Author Jerry Liguori is a raptor conservation bi-
ologist who has studied hawk identification throughout
North America. Jerry is currently regarded by many
hawkwatchers to be the top hawk identification expert in
North America. He has also written many articles on field
identification of raptors.

The guide is divided into two parts: (1) an informative
introduction and (2) the main part, the hawks. The intro-
duction includes a short “how-to” guide to using it and a
glossary of terms accompanied by helpful diagrams show-
ing dorsal, ventral and head features of a hawk. The au-
thor then discusses lighting conditions that I think all
birders should find useful, even hard-core hawkwatchers.
Molts and aberrant plumages are discussed and again I
think all birders should give this a thorough reading.
Hawk migration and hawkwatch sites are briefly dis-
cussed, along with how weather affects migration. Miss-
ing is the effect of topography on migration. Optics used
for hawkwatching are discussed next, including the au-
thor’s recommendations. Two small paragraphs outline
the photo techniques used and the author notes that some
photos were manipulated “to present identification traits
in the most effective manner possible.” The need to
change photos is questionable.

Three tables complete the introduction: the first is a
migration timetable and the other two are highest one day
counts for each species and highest seasonal totals for
each species. These tables show more American Kestrels
seen in one day than in any season. See pages 12-13.
When I inquired about this possible error, I learned from
Colin Horstead that Jerry wrote him saying, “I have had
several comments about the daily and seasonal high tables
regarding kestrel numbers and rightly so since they are
misleading or confusing. In the next printing, I hope to
have an asterisk under the table to clarify the problem. In
1970 there was not seasonal count conducted at Cape
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May, but there were several one day counts conducted.
That is when the massive kestrel flight occurred. Even
thought the daily high count is larger than the largest sea-
sonal high count in North America, I still wanted the sea-
sonal high count number to be represented by a season-
long count. It was a decision I had to make, which proba-
bly could have gone either way.”

The remainder (and majority of the book) is the hawk
identification guide. It is primarily a visual guide with a
user-friendly layout for quick reference. Colour photo-
graphs emphasize plumage characteristics in various
stages of molt, different morphs and different ages for all
migrating hawks. Sedentary species are omitted. Some of
the common pitfalls or mistakes made in identification of
most birds are discussed, and some are highlighted in pho-
tos. A possible drawback is that some details the author
notes to look at are just too subtle to see in the field ex-
cept very rarely. Black and white photos are used to show
structure and proportion of each bird from several angles.
These pictures were sized so that all birds are the same
size to emphasize proportion. Sometimes arrows or lines
quickly point out differences. A helpful addition would be
how to tell if a distant raptor can be classed as an eagle,
vulture, osprey, harrier, buteo, accipiter or falcon.

For hawkwatchers along Great Lakes shorelines and
ocean coastlines, there is a mountaintop bias in the photo
selection. Many of the hawks were photographed from a
high ridge or butte where the birds passed below the
viewer. These views will not help observers who see only
the underside of a hawk as it passes.

The 339 colour photographs and concise captions are a
major strength of this book, particularly the large number
of photos of uncommon hawks. The guide’s user-friendly
layout makes it casy to use in the field, which is not the
case with some hawk guides. I feel more confident about
identifying a Northern Goshawk without help from others.
I recommend this book as an essential supplement to
every birder’s library, but not as your only guide on
hawks.

Handbook of Bird Biology

Ron Pittaway

The Cornell Laboratory of Omithology’s new Handbook of
Bird Biology is recommended as an excellent reference on
birds. Written by 12 ornithologists, the 10 chapters contain
the latest information on birds including: Birds and Humans,
A Guide to Bird Watching, Form and Function, Anatomy
and Physiology, Flight and Migration, Understanding Bird
Behavior, Vocal Behavior, Breeding Biology, Ecology, and
Bird Conservation. Over 1000 illustrations, photos and fig-
ures. This is an ornithology text all birders should have in
their library. Published in 2004 by Cornell in association
with Princeton University Press. ISBN 0-938-02762-X.
$134.25 CAN from Amazon.ca
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Dark Morph Rough-legged Hawks
Percentage of Dark Morphs: Where do they breed?

Ron Pittaway

Rough-legged Hawks occur in dark and light morphs as
shown in Figures 1 and 2. Intermediates are uncommon.
On 11 March 2006, hawk counter Phil Waggett
(Ontbirds) recorded 2 light morph and 13 dark morph
Rough-legged Hawks passing the Niagara Peninsula
Hawkwatch (Beamer) near Grimsby, Ontario. This high
number of dark morph birds made me wonder what per-
cent of the population is dark morph and where they nest.

Figure 1. Dark morph Rough-legged Hawk by Brandon Holden.

Dark Morph Percentages: What arc the percentages of
dark morph Rough-legged Hawks in different geographi-
cal areas? Interestingly, dark morphs are absent to ex-
ceedingly rare in Eurasian populations (Bechard and
Swem 2002). In North America, there is a higher percent
of dark morphs in the east than in the west. This is oppo-
site to other hawks with dark morphs (e.g. Red-tailed
Hawk) or dark subspecies (e.g. Black Merlin, Peale’s
Peregrine Falcon) whose dark forms are more frequent in
the west. For the Rough-legged Hawk, Sibley (2000) says
“dark morph 10 percent in west and up to 40 percent in
east”. Wheeler (2003a) reports 20% of the migrants at
Hawk Ridge in Duluth, Minnesota are dark morphs (fide
Frank Nicoletti). Wheeler (2003b) reports 7% dark
morphs wintering on the western Great Plains and only
5% in Montana (fide Chad Olson). In southern Ontario,
Colin Horstead (pers. comm.) counted Rough-legged
Hawks in spring of 2005 and 2006 at Beamer and fall of
2005 at Hawk Cliff plus roadside winter counts in 2005/6.
Horstead had a combined total of 350 individuals with a
ratio of 148 light morph to 202 dark morph or 42% light
morph and 58% dark morph. He reports an increase in
dark morph numbers since 2002. Proportions of light and
dark morph birds likely vary over time depending on prey
cycles and geographical distribution of morphs during the
breeding seasons and the laws of chance.
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Where Do Dark Morphs Breed? Manning et al. (1956)
reported that dark morph Rough-legged Hawks are un-
common breeders above the tree line in Canada where the
light morph greatly predominates. So where do the dark
morph birds nest that we see in eastern North America?
Most apparently breed east of Hudson Bay in Quebec and
Labrador (Palmer 1988, Wheeler 2003a). This huge re-
gion is interspersed with forests and barrens and many
cliffs for nesting. This agrees with Gloger’s Rule which
states that dark pigments increase in humid parts of the
breeding range and lighter pigments prevail in drier re-
gions. Not surprisingly, the moist Ungava Peninsula of
Quebec has the darkest Gyrfalcons (almost black) in the
world and adjacent moist Labrador has the highest per-
centage of dark morph Parasitic Jaegers (40%) breeding
in Canada (Pittaway 1995). This supports northern Que-
bec and Labrador as the source of most dark morph
Rough-legged Hawks seen in eastern North America.
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Figure 2. Light morph Rough-legged Hawk by Brandon Holden.
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2005 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Balance Sheet 31 December 2005

ASSETS LIABILITIES

2005 2004 2005 2004
Cash in Bank $13,269 $12,033 Deferred Membership Dues $12,264 $17,288
Canada Savings Bonds 5,000 0 Members’ Equity
Ontario Savings Bonds 40,000 45,000 Balance beginning of Year 45,214 45,446
Convention Deposit 450 450 Net Income for Year 5,236 -232
Accounts Receivable 2,228 4,424 Balance end of Year 50,450 45,214
Accrued Interest 1,767 595
TOTAL $62,714 $62,502 TOTAL $62,714 $62,502

INCOME and EXPENSE STATEMENT

Year Ended 31 December 2005

INCOME EXPENSES
2005 2004 2005 2004
Membership Dues 24,980 $24,330 Printing and Mailing
Donations 7,032 6,873 - Journal Ontario Birds $22,080 $24,006
Annual Convention (Net) 675 -575 - Newsletter OFO News 8,378 7,804
Baillie Birdathon 3,991 2,647 Liability Insurance 3,013 2,095
Advertisements 7,500 8,050 Field Trips 2,231 1,315
Sale of Merchandise 2,158 2,770 Purchase of Merchandise 2,148 1,444
Interest 699 872 Administration 3,977 5,012
Sale of Publications 21 349 Awards 414 574
GST Rebate 1,552 3,349 Stationery and Printing 0 4,578
OFO Website and Ontbirds 321 1,033
Thickson Woods Land Trust 0 1,000
Windmill Ranch-Carden Alvar 1,000 0
Total Expenses 43,562 48,897
Net Income for Year 5,236 -232
TOTAL $48,798 $48,665 TOTAL $48,798 $48,665
Christopherll. Escott Eileen B. (Eéagan
President Treasurer

I have examined the 2005 Financial Statements of Ontario Field Ornithologists and reviewed supporting documentation and
information supplied by the Treasurer to the extent | deemed necessary.
In my opinion, these Financial Statements accurately reflect the financial position of the organization as at December 31,

2005 and the results of its operations for the year then ended.

Donald E. Burton, Auditor
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Thank you OFO Donors

OFO is a registered charity. Donors receive a tax receipt for donations
over $10. Donations are an important source of revenue for OFO be-
cause they help pay for our publications Ontario Birds and OFO News
and other services to birders such as Ontbirds, the OFO Website and
field trips. We thank the following members for their generosity in 2005.
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Michael Runtz
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Peter Webb

Glen Wood

Irene Woods

Irene and Gordon Wright

Future 2006 OFO Field Trips

Dave Milsom, Trips Coordinator
Phone: 905-857-2235
Email: milsomdave@hotmail.com
Check trip details on the OFO website
www.ofo.ca

August 5 (Saturday) Rock Point Provincial Park and
Eastern Lake Erie Shore

Leader: John Black. Meet 8 am. at entrance to Rock
Point Provincial Park near entry kiosk. Park entry fee.
Directions: From west on Highway 3, drive into Dunn-
ville. Where Highway 3 curves left, continue straight on
Main Street, staying along river. On reaching bridge that
crosses river, do not cross bridge but continue straight
onto County Road 3 eastbound. Go through Stromness,
and turn right onto Rymer Road about 8 km from bridge
in Dunnville. Take first left onto Downy Road. At next
intersection turn right. Park entrance on your left. From
east on Highway 3, drive into Dunnville and turn left
onto Inman Road. Turn right onto next road, Mumby
Road. Follow this to County Road 3 then turn left. Fol-
low directions from bridge in Dunnville above. Shore-
birds and early fall migrants.

August 13 (Sunday) Durham Region and Lake On-
tario Marshes

Leader: Rayfield Pye. Meet 7:30 a.m. at Lynde Shores
Conservation Area parking lot on Victoria Street in
Whitby. Exit Hwy 401 at Brock Street (Exit 410). Turn
left (south) onto Brock Street. Turn right (west) onto
Victoria. Continue 2.5 km to Lynde Shores Conservation
Area on the south side. Visits to Cranberry Marsh, Os-
hawa Second Marsh, Corner Marsh and Frenchman’s
Bay. Early fall migrant warblers, vireos, flycatchers,
shorebirds and butterflies.

September 10 (Sunday) Presqu’ile Provincial Park
Leaders: Don and lan Shanahan. Meet 8 a.m. at the
Lighthouse parking lot. Park entrance fee. Fall migrants,
shorebirds, hawks.

October 7 (Saturday) Hamilton, Burlington & Area
Leader: Tom Thomas. Meet 8:00 a.m. in Hutch’s Res-
taurant parking lot at Van Wagners Beach on Lake On-
tario in Hamilton. From Niagara on QEW, exit Centen-
nial Parkway, turn left onto North Service Road and
follow to Van Wagners Beach Road. Continue to
Hutch’s Restaurant. From Toronto on QEW, exit Wood-
ward Avenue, turn right at lights, then right at next
lights, go under bridge, turn right onto Van Wagners
Beach Road. Continue to Hutch’s Restaurant. Jaegers,
gulls, shorebirds, fall migrants.

October 21 (Saturday) Hawk Cliff and Area, south-
west of London

Leaders: Pete Read and Ian Platt. Meet 9:30 a.m.
From Hwy 401 interchange 177B, take Hwy 4 south
through west St. Thomas until it becomes Sunset Drive.
Continuc about 8 km to the village of Union. Turn east
onto Elgin Road 27, Sparta Line Road. Go east one road,
about 3 km, to Elgin Road 22 (Fairview Road). Head
south. The second road south is Elgin Road 24, (Dexter
Line) and you will meet a stop sign. Looking south is
Hawk CIiff Road. Go south on dirt road to lake. Park
along road allowance. Hawks, waterfowl, gulls and late
migrants.
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Native Vegetation in Provincial Parks
Ron Pittaway and Jean Iron

We support Ontario Parks in managing for native vegeta-
tion in provincial parks. For example, Balsam Lake Pro-
vincial Park intends to eliminate 95% of its red pine in
plantations, reduce white spruce by 75% and reduce white
pine by 70%. The park will allow natural succession to
occur, control non-native and invasive species, and man-
age the endangered butternut tree.

Most provincial parks in southern Ontario such as
Presqu’ile on Lake Ontario also have stands of planted
conifers. They were planted to prevent erosion and to re-
forest “waste” land. Clarke (1971) termed these plantings
“The Cult of the Red Pine” because this pine was com-
monly used in reforestation, but other conifers such as
non-native Scots pine and European larch were planted
too. These conifer monocultures occupy valuable habitats
where native vegetation should be growing.

Some Conservation Authorities are doing the opposite
of Ontario Parks by planting conifers where deciduous or
mixed forest is natural. For instance, rows of spruce and
pine were planted recently in the field west of Halls Road
in Whitby, Durham Region. This area, recently added to
Lynde Shores Conservation Area, had many Great Gray
Owls feeding on meadow voles from January to April in
2005. Why not let this field revert naturally to a forest?
We encourage managers of public lands to ensure eco-
logical integrity either by natural succession or by plant-
ing the appropriate native species for the site.
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Search for Editors of Ontario Birds
From the OFO Board of Directors

Ron Tozer, Ron Pittaway and Bill Crins are retiring as
editors of Ontario Birds after publication of the December
2006 issue. They will have completed an amazing 16
years as journal editors. Ross James and Glenn Coady
have stepped forward to be new editors, but an essential
third member of the editorial team is needed. Ross and
Glenn bring an extensive ornithological knowledge, writ-
ing experience and broad network of contacts to the job.
The third editor, however, need not be a bird expert. The
Board is looking for a person with computer skills and
publication experience who would format articles and
guide the journal through its printing phase. We are confi-
dent that there is an OFO member who has the skills
needed to complete the new editorial team of Ontario
Birds. Please contact a member of the Board or the cur-
rent editors if you are interested in serving OFO as a third
journal editor with the required computer and publication
skills. For more information, contact OFO President Chris
Escott <chris@escott.ca> or 416-444-8055 or e-mail the
editors of Ontario Birds at <ofo@ofo.ca>.
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