














OBRC Notes
Bob Curry

The Records Committee held its Annual Meeting at the
Royal Ontario Museum on Sunday 28 March 2004. Once
again, we thank Mark Peck of the Centre for Biodiversity
and Conservation Biology for his usual generous and ex-
pert support in providing specimens for examination and
reports from the OBRC files and otherwise making us feel
comfortable.

There are a number of changes to the Committee com-
position. Dave Beadle and Nick Escott have come to the
end of their three-year terms. We thank them for their
careful consideration of records and contributions to the
Committee. We welcome back two long-time and highly
experienced members, Kevin McLaughlin and Alan
Wormington.

Ron Pittaway has retired early in order to pursue other
goals. He has served the committee for a total of 12 years
over its lifetime and has been both chair and secretary.
This is a great loss as there is no one in the province with
a greater understanding of the finer points of identifica-
tion of Ontario birds and of the potential pitfalls involved
in reporting rarities. His has been a voice of learned cau-
tion. We are pleased that Margaret Bain has agreed to
complete Ron’s term; this will provide stability as she has
given nine years of previous service.

We are pleased to announce that Kayo Roy will be a
special assistant to the secretary, Bill Crins. He will fol-
low up on reports of Review List Species and encourage
observers to submit documentation. Kayo is known to the
entire Ontario birding community and is the ideal person
for this task. We anticipate an even higher percentage of
rare birds sighted in Ontario to make their way into the
Annual Report.

One final change is that Ron Tozer has taken over as
chair for 2004. Ron summarized the frequency of occur-
rence of a number of species over the past five years. He
examined the frequency with which regular rarities such
as Eurasian Wigeon, Ruff, Black-headed Gull, Varied
Thrush and others have been reported and printed in vari-
ous sources over the past five years. At this time none of
these species has been added to the Review List.

We plan to make increasing use of the OFO web site.
Some fine-tuning was done to the Operating Guidelines
and this document should soon be posted and available to
all OFO members who are interested in how the Commit-
tee functions. In addition to facilitate and speed up voting
Committee members will soon be able to examine and
vote on reports posted to the website.

We have sought outside expert opinion on a couple of
2003 birds that will not therefore appear in the 2003 An-

nual Report. The reporters will be notified and the results
will be published in next year’s Annual Report. As an-
nounced in the previous OBRC Notes we have set 31 De-
cember as the deadline for submission of reports which
will appear in the Annual Report for that year.

As I write this, the peak rarity season is upon us. Once
again we strongly encourage Ontario birders to submit
documentation for all Review List species. Ontario Birds
is the only province-wide publication where the full de-
tails of rare bird species appear. An online form is avail-
able on the OBRC page of the OFO website:

http://www.ofo.ca/obrc/
Or, please submit written forms to:

Bill Crins, OBRC Secretary
170 Middlefield Road
Peterborough ON K9J 8Gl

E-mail: obrc@ofo.ca

Three New Publications

Hawks and Owls of the Great Lakes Region and East-
ern North America. Chris Earley. 2004. Firefly Books
Ltd. 128 pages with 180 colour photos, range maps, bibli-
ography, comparison charts, index. CAN$16.95 paper-
back, $24.95 hardcover.

We are pleased to announce the publication of a new field
guide by OFO member Chris Earley. This guide is lav-
ishly illustrated with outstanding photos by Tony Beck,
Scott Fairbaim, Jim Flynn, Wayne Lynch, Robert
McCaw, John Reaume, Brian Small and Brian K.
Wheeler.

* % %

Hawks and Owls of Eastern North America. Donald S.
Heintzelman. 2004. Rutgers University Press, New
Brunswick, New Jersey. 203 pages with mixture of colour
and black & white photos. US$29.95 hardcover.

This is an excellent companion book to your raptor field

guides. It covers in detail all the hawks and owls found in
the East.

* % %

Bird Almanac: A Guide to Essential Facts and Fig-
ures of the World’s Birds. 2004. David M. Bird. Key
Porter Books Ltd. 460 pages. US$24.95 softcover.

The almanac is a handy collection of facts, tables and il-
lustrations providing concise information on many as-
pects of birding and avian biology.
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Swallows Mob Northern Goshawk
Randy Horvath

On 24 May 2003 at about 1040h, I was standing on the
bridge over Little River at the entrance to the Ganatchio
Trail in east Windsor. It was a cool and breezy Saturday
morning with overcast skies. Numerous swallows were
flying about, chiefly Tree Swallows and Barn Swallows,
with the odd Northern Rough-winged and a number of
Chimney Swifts. But apart from a lone Forster’s Tern that
flew right over my head, there was not much to see.

Suddenly the twittering and chirping around me
changed to strident chattering. I looked up and spotted a
raptor soaring directly over the river about 75 metres
downstream. It only took a few seconds to realize that it
was an juvenile Northern Goshawk, a notably late migrant
for this date.

As I watched the goshawk spiral higher and higher, I
was struck by the behaviour of the swallows. They were
clearly agitated by the appearance of the accipiter, vocal-
izing their shrill alarm calls and swarming all around it. A
few intrepid individuals were particularly aggressive in
their efforts to repel it, attacking from all angles. It
seemed a classic instance of mobbing behaviour, but one I
had never witnessed before.

The goshawk was gaining altitude quickly, evidently
determined to escape the frenzied harassment of the swal-
lows. At one point it thrust out both feet in what looked
like an attempt to pluck a swallow from the air as it
zipped past, almost within reach. Finally, the goshawk
pulled its wings in and descended in a long, shallow dive,
disappearing beyond the trees about one kilometre away
The episode lasted less than a minute and so far as I could
tell involved the Tree and Barn Swallows exclusively.

This aerial kafuffle was a remarkable event. The site is
often visited by Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks, but
never had I seen them bothered in this fashion. Nor had I
ever seen swallows mob the Red-tailed Hawks that fre-
quent the area. In fact, the only times I could recall seeing
swallows display aggression anywhere were when people
wandered too close to Tree Swallow nest boxes at Hill-
man Marsh.

When I began to consult the literature, I was surprised
to learn that mobbing behaviour by swallows is not un-
usual. Indeed, Sibley (2001) mentions swallows first in
his list of bird families that exhibit this phenomenon. He
remarks that “Collective mobbing by several species
probably serves both to keep control of potential threats
(to nest sites) in the area and to teach younger birds how
to recognize predators”. It was therefore inevitable that I
should eventually witness the spectacle myself.
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My efforts to find similar documented accounts were
in vain. In terms of aggression generally, Tree Swallows
are known to combat bluebirds for preferred nest sites,
and will of course battle other Tree Swallows (Bent
1942). But I found no mention of the species mobbing
predatory birds.

As for the Barn Swallow, Bent (1942) recounts per-
sonally seeing a pair of birds “chasing and attacking a
sharp-shinned hawk that came too near their nesting
place; the hawk retreated, but the swallows followed it
high into the air and it finally tired of their attacks and
disappeared”. So there is evidence that this species will
not tolerate the presence of an accipiter close to the nest.

It is noteworthy that the incident I observed occurred
nowhere near Tree or Barn Swallow nest sites. [ am thor-
oughly acquainted with the Little River area and there
were no Barn Swallows nesting where the goshawk ap-
peared. Tree Swallows nest throughout the area, but
chiefly in the hedgerows hundreds of metres away. More-
over, all the swallows involved were likely adults, though
this was difficult to ascertain. All this could point to mob-
bing as a powerful instinct triggered by the goshawk’s
arrival.

The Northern Goshawk is a species one might think
most swallows may not regard as a threat. For one thing,
it is relatively uncommon and unlikely to be encountered
by most swallows; hence it would doubtless be an unfa-
miliar bird. Secondly, it is somewhat buteo-like in appear-
ance, especially in flight, particularly when it is soaring.
Thirdly, it is difficult to imagine that any predatory bird
could successfully capture a swallow on the wing. Yet the
mobbing behaviour I witnessed first hand clearly estab-
lishes that (1) Tree and Barn Swallows do perceive North-
ern Goshawks as legitimate sources of danger and (2) they
will work in concert to drive them away when they ap-
pear.

Literature Cited

Bent, A.C. 1942. Smithsonian Institution United States
National Museum Bulletin 179: 439-458. United States
Government Printing Office.

Sibley, D.A. 2001. The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Be-
haviour. National Audubon Society. Alfred A. Knopf,
New York.



Jaeger Watching at Van Wagners Beach

Brandon Holden

In the fall, as strong onshore winds hit the Hamilton area,
most birders all look in one direction. That direction is the
lake. Lake Ontario is a great migrant trap for many spe-
cies of birds, from passerines to waterfowl to raptors, al-
though a few particular species get a lot of attention from
birders. The birds that steal the show are primarily known
as “pelagic” species, meaning they spend almost all of
their time far out at sea, and far from the human eye.
Once these birds have reached Lake Ontario, usually from
James Bay or funneled
down the St. Lawrence
River, they patrol the
lake looking for food
and a way to get back to
the ocean. Pelagic birds
on Lake Ontario can see
land in all directions
except to the west,
which is the Hamilton
shore. Although many
pelagic species have
been seen from this loca-
tion over the years, there
is one family that is
more often observed and
is very enjoyable to
watch. These are the
three species of jaegers.

To see these birds,
heading down to
Hutch’s restaurant on
Van Wagners Beach during a strong east or northeast
wind is the place to start. Good ways to find jaegers are to
scan the horizon with a spotting scope or binoculars. By
looking this way, you can sometimes see the jaegers fly-
ing fast, just a few feet over the tops of the waves. Very
strong flyers, they are generally bobbing in the wind as
they carve through it. Once you have seen a jaeger in
flight, you won’t forget it for a while! Another method to
find jaegers is to simply watch the gulls on the beach.
Since jaegers routinely attack the gulls on the beach, they
are often the ones to find the jaegers before the birdwatch-
ers. Once a gull spots a jaeger, all the gulls on the beach
will take flight in order to “get out of its way”. Every gull
in the area will take flight, and none will land quickly;
they just hang in the air waiting for the jaeger to pass or
attack. When this occurs, it means a jaeger is in the imme-
diate area and you should scan offshore, out in front of
where the gulls have taken flight from. Sometimes you
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Juvenile Parasitic Jaeger at Van Wagners Beach on 3 September 2003.
Photo by Eric Holden

can even tell what direction the jaeger is coming from by
watching as different groups of gulls take flight at differ-
ent times down the beach. Once you have seen a jaeger
flying and chasing down a gull or tern with amazing
speed, you become hooked and have a desire to watch
them more often.

Identification of jaegers can be extremely complex. I
find the best way to identify jaegers is to start by observ-
ing the structure of the bird. All three species of jaegers
are usually recorded
from Van Wagners
Beach each fall during
migration, but the Para-
sitic Jaeger is easily the
most common of the
three, while the
Pomarine Jaeger is rarer
~ and Long-tailed Jaeger is
.~ the rarest.

Long-tailed Jaeger
Starting with structure,
this bird is the smallest
and most delicately built.
It has thin wings and tail
' compared to other jae-
gers, but actions are also
important for identifica-
tion. Its flight is de-
scribed to be more buoy-
ant and tern-like than the
other jaegers. This spe-
cies will chase other birds much less often than the other
two species and usually finds most of its food on its own.

Parasitic Jaeger

Structurally in between the Pomarine Jaeger and the
Long-tailed Jaeger, this jaeger is an extremely fast and
powerful bird, as it almost always chases other birds in
order to steal their prey. It flies more powerfully than
Long-tailed, often carving through the wind and bobbing
between the troughs of waves out on the lake. The head of
the Parasitic Jaeger is also relatively small compared to
the size of the body, unlike Pomarine Jaeger.

Pomarine Jaeger

Structurally the largest and bulkiest of the three jaeger
species, it has a heavy body with wide wings and tail. It
flies powerfully, but much more direct than the other jae-
ger species. When chasing other birds, the chases do not
last as long as Parasitic Jaegers, and are typically less ac-
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Parasitic Jaeger catching food it forced a Ring-billed Gull to disgorge at
Van Wagners Beach on 12 September 2003.
Photo by Brandon Holden

robatic. The head on the Pomarine Jaeger is very large
compared to the other species; also it has a larger and
heavier bill than the other species.

Once you have a species in mind by using structure,
you can use differences in plumage to identify the birds.
A jaeger you are viewing could still be a Parasitic Jaeger,
but now you are trying to differentiate it between a Para-
sitic/Long-tailed or a Parasitic/Pomarine. You would
most likely not confuse a Long-tailed Jaeger with a
Pomarine Jaeger if you started your identification by us-
ing structure, as Long-tailed Jaegers are never large and
bulky, and Pomarine Jaegers are never thin and tern-like.
Here are some tips to tell these species apart from Para-
sitic Jaeger by using differences in plumage.

Parasitic/Long-tailed Jaeger

Juveniles: Juvenile jaegers are usually patterned with
dark and light baring on their underside. Juvenile Para-
sitic Jaegers in their light and intermediate morphs will
almost always show warm cinnamon tones to the dark
parts of the plumage, while the rest of the patterning on
the underwing and undertail coverts is white. Juvenile
Long-tailed Jaegers are primarily dark brown/black, with
white baring on the underside. Dark juvenile Parasitic
Jaegers will be almost entirely dark, with white only on
the underside of the primaries. Dark juvenile Long-tailed
Jaegers will still show crisp white baring on the undertail
and uppertail coverts, which it also shows in all plum-
ages, unlike the other plumages of Parasitic. Adults:
They are fairly easy to tell apart, as there are some major
differences. Adult Long-tailed Jaegers will have a solid
black cap, while adult Parasitic Jaegers will have a brown
cap. The main difference is that the adult Long-tailed Jae-
ger has a uniformly dark underwing, while all ages and
morphs of Parasitic have large white patches on the un-
derside of the primaries. The two central tail feathers of a
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Long-tailed Jaeger are pointed and much longer than the
Parasitic Jaeger, which also has pointed central tail feath-
ers. However, in the fall some tail feathers are broken off
and cannot be used in identification. Adult Long-tailed
Jaegers are 100% light morph.

Parasitic/Pomarine Jaeger

Juveniles: In all juvenile plumages, Pomarine Jaegers
show strong white baring on the uppertail and undertail
coverts, while this is rarely seen on Parasitic. Light and
intermediate morph Parasitic Jaegers almost always show
warm cinnamon tones to their plumage, while this is very
rare on Pomarine Jaeger. Adults: Even the lightest adult
Pomarine Jaegers are a very dark brown on the wings,
back and tail, while adult Parasitic Jaegers in their light
and intermediate morphs are a much paler brown. Adult
Pomarine Jaegers also show extensive blackish caps,
while Parasitic have a dark brown cap. Dark adults are
relatively similar in plumage, so structure will be impor-
tant in your identification. One difference is the central
tail feather. Adult Pomarine Jaegers have long, broad cen-
tral tail feathers that are twisted 90 degrees. Adult Para-
sitic Jaegers have thin, pointed central tail feathers.

Van Wagners Beach in Hamilton is an amazing place
to watch these birds that can rarely be viewed elsewhere
inland in North America. The three species of jaegers are
all very similar and many birds seen at a distance must go
unidentified. There are also many other exciting pelagic
species that can be seen from this location, including Red
Phalarope, Red-necked Phalarope, Northern Gannet, Sa-
bine’s Gull and Black-legged Kittiwake. These are usu-
ally seen during the fall migration. Goodies like Brown
Pelican, Wilson’s Storm Petrel, Black-capped Petrel,
Northern Fulmar and Arctic Tern have been recorded
fairly recently as well in the Hamilton area during or after
east winds, and some as a result of the effects of hurri-
canes. The Hamilton shoreline is an amazing place, one
that birders should look towards every time they see
strong east winds blowing during the fall migration.

Jaeger watching at Van Wagners Beach on 18 September 2003.
Photo by Brandon Holden



First Annual Little Gull Viewing Day
Chip Weseloh, Richard Joos, Tyler Hoar

The First Annual Little Gull Viewing Day was held at
Oshawa Second Marsh on three mornings, 23 to 25 April
2004, from sunrise to 10:00 a.m. For Ontario birders out-
side the Oshawa—Niagara River—Long Point area, the Lit-
tle Gull is an uncommon bird. For most birders in North
America, it is a very rare bird.

The objectives of the Little Gull Viewing Day were
two-fold: (1) to provide an opportunity for those who
were not familiar with this species to view it leisurely and
for extended periods to develop a familiarity with it and
(2) to develop in the birding community an appreciation
of how significant Oshawa
Second Marsh is in the life
cycle of the Little Gull in
North America. It is the loca-
tion of the largest predictable
annual gathering of Little
Gulls in North America. It is
comparable to the Platte
River for Sandhill Cranes,
Aransas National Wildlife
Refuge for Whooping
Cranes or Cap-Tourmente
for Greater Snow Geese. Os-
hawa Second Marsh is the
best place to see Little Gulls
in North America.

Since the early 1960s,
Oshawa Second Marsh has
been known as a location
where Little Gulls congre-
gate in the spring, though
quantitative counts were
lacking. In 2002 and 2003,
systematic spring counts
were made of Little Gulls arriving at the marsh in the
morning. In both 2002 and 2003, more than 100 Little
Gulls were recorded in late April to early May. Thus, 23
to 25 April was selected for the First Viewing Day.

This year, the number of Little Gulls seen from 23 to
25 April was not as many as hoped. Trying to carefully
account for those flying into and out of the Marsh, our
best estimates had 24, 30 and 16 Little Gulls on 23 to 25
April, respectively. In terms of the number of people who
turned out to view the Little Gulls, we had about 30, 100
and 30, on the three days. On Saturday, the weather was
wonderful and many individual birders, families and club
and group outings showed up to view the birds. On Sun-
day, the weather was miserably cold and a bit rainy with
strong winds, and not even many gulls showed up. How-
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Adult Little Gull in breeding plumage. Photo by Richard Joos

ever, in past years this kind of weather and worse, such as
on 25 April 2002 when it snowed, produced peak num-
bers of Little Gulls.

Along with Little Gulls, there were many other water-
birds at Oshawa Second Marsh: Green-winged Teal,
Northern Pintail, Gadwall, scaup, Mute and Trumpeter
Swans, Bonaparte’s Gulls, with Mallards and Canada
Geese being common. There were smaller numbers of
Common Mergansers, Bufflehead, American Wigeon,
Common and Caspian Terns, and Black-crowned Night-
Herons. Other birds included Sharp-shinned Hawk, Great
Egret, Iceland Gull, Virginia
Rail, and a Sora on Thursday
morning.

As best we know in the
life cycle of the Little Gull,
fall migrant birds arrive in
Lake Erie at Point Pelee and
_ Port Burwell as early as late
~ July with numbers increasing
~ during the late summer and
autumn. In early winter, rela-
tively large numbers of Little
Gulls are reported on Christ-
mas Bird Counts at Niagara
and Long Point, often up to
100 birds or more. Soon af-
ter the Christmas Bird
Counts, in the dead of win-
ter, the numbers of Little
Gulls in southern Ontario
decline. However, there ap-
pears to be an as of yet not
well defined congregation of
Little Gulls off the coast of
North Carolina during January-March. Upwards of 100
birds have been reported there in February. By March,
Little Gulls start to appear at the Niagara River again and
by early April they begin to appear at Oshawa Second
Marsh. As numbers build up at Oshawa Second Marsh
during April, they decline at the Niagara River and it
seems logical that birds have moved from Niagara to Os-
hawa Second Marsh as a small step in their northward
migration. An intriguing question at this time of the year
centres around the Little Gull’s evening roosting habits.
When resident on the Niagara River, they roost at the
mouth of the river about 1-2 km from shore. When resi-
dent at Oshawa Second Marsh, all we know is that as eve-
ning approaches they fly off over Lake Ontario in a south-
west direction. Do birds which feed and loaf at Oshawa
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Second Marsh during the day fly all the way
to the mouth of the Niagara River to roost?
We don’t know; it seems quite far. Little
Gulls remain at Oshawa Second Marsh into
mid-May. In June, they appear in and near
Churchill, Manitoba, the only area where
they are still known to breed. They used to
breed on and near the Great Lakes in low
numbers, with less than five known nests per
year from 1962 to 1989.

All in all, the First Little Gull Viewing
Day was very successful. Friends of Oshawa
Second Marsh provided signage to direct
visitors to the General Motors Tower as well
as coffee, muffins and Timbits. Bushnell had
an optics display on Saturday and the Cana-
dian Wildlife Service of Environment Can-
ada provided a Little Gull handout. Thanks
for everyone’s support. We hope to see you
next year.

Little Gull watchers at Oshawa Second Marsh on 24 April 2004.
Photo by Richard Joos

New Field Guides to West Africa
Hugh Currie

I have just returned from a birding trip to Cameroon,
West Africa. The trip was very successful and well run by
the organizers, Birding Africa, of Cape Town, South Af-
rica. We were able to use three new field guides for that
region of the world. These books helped us get to the
amazing total of 596 species in 24 days.

West Africa should be a major birding destination, but
until 2001 it was served only by A Field Guide to the
Birds of Western Africa by Searle, Morel and Hartwig.
This book is way behind modern taxonomy and it omits
about 40% of the species possible. For example, their
plate 38 shows one plumage only of 16 species of green-
bul and bulbul. The first field guide I discuss shows 29
species including immature plumages and regional varia-
tions. Cameroon has no civil unrest but roads, meals and
accommodation are often well below Canadian standards.

A Guide to the Birds of West Africa by Borrow and
Demey, Princeton University Press, 2001, was the field
guide of choice for the leaders. They liked it because of
the wealth of information in the species accounts. How-
ever, the illustrations sometimes lack fine detail and are
too dark. Nik Borrow has been the Birdquest leader to
West African countries for 10 years and Demey has lived
and worked in West African countries for many years.
This book has the major drawback for the traveling birder
that it is too heavy. Amazon.ca price is CAN$105.

Birds of Africa South of the Sahara by Sinclair and
Ryan, Princeton University Press, 2003, is in a true field
guide format with about 6-8 lines of text and a range map
on the facing page of the illustrations. The 2100+ birds
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depicted must be some sort of record for any field guide
for numbers. The drawings were beautifully done by Ab-
bott, Hayman and Harris and the publisher’s reproduc-
tions are excellent. Amazon.ca price is CAN$67.50.

This was the book I often chose to carry in the field
because of its moderate weight and the high quality of the
plates. Ian Sinclair is Africa’s leading lister and he pro-
duced the South African guide. Ryan is a partner in the
aforementioned Birding Africa and is also very knowl-
edgeable about African ornithology. This book has the
additional advantage that it can be used for East and
South Africa although those regions are already well
served with excellent field guides. Rare species occurring
10 or fewer times are not shown.

Finally there is Birds of Western and Central Africa
written and illustrated by Ber Van Perlo, Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2002. This book has illustrations for more
than 1500 species with all plumages on only 109 overly
busy plates. Many of the drawings lack fine detail and the
reproduction has been too pale. Nevertheless, this book is
the lightest of the three and it may be the one you decide
to put in your backpack along with all the drinking water,
cameras etc that you also need for the day. Amazon.ca
price is CAN$39.25.

There are other books that will be helpful. The Birds of
Africa series with 6 volumes so far is an excellent library
reference. Field guides also exist for Senegal and the
Gambia, although these countries are in the northwest of
West Africa.
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Atlas Relative Abundance Maps - Hot off the Plotter
Mike Cadman

Ontario’s second breeding bird atlas is not only repeating
the coverage provided during the first atlas, it has added a
whole new component that will allow the mapping of the
relative abundance of birds throughout the province. Some
preliminary maps are now available and are revealing hith-
erto unknown patterns of bird distribution in the province.

The relative abundance data are being collected
through point counts, which are a simple form of bird sur-
vey. Doing point counts is optional for all atlas partici-
pants who know birds well by song. A point count in-
volves standing in one spot for 5 minutes and recording
every bird observed, seen or heard. Birds are noted as be-
ing less than or more than 100 m from the atlasser. The
counts take place between dawn and 10 a.m. between 24
May and 10 July. These standard dates and times ensure
that counts take place when most breeding birds are most
active.

In each targeted square, we hope to have 25 or more
point counts completed. Most points are at randomly dis-
tributed locations on roads (shown on the atlas 10-km
square map), but a few additional points are added in pre-
scribed off-road habitats to ensure that the major habitats
in each square are proportionately represented in the point
count surveys.

So far, point count coverage is going very well. About
500 people have done a total of over 37,000 point counts
to date, recording 266 species in 1714 10-km squares. In
the final two years of data collection for the atlas, we will
be trying to ensure that the full quota of point counts is
completed in as many target squares as possible.

Preliminary Maps

The maps shown here are preliminary in that they are
based on point counts completed to date, which make up
only part of what will be the final data set, and coverage is
far from complete in some regions. The specific methods
of analysis and mapping are also still being decided upon.
Nevertheless, they do give an idea of what the final maps
might look like, and they do reveal some fascinating pat-
terns.

The maps show contours of relative abundance across
southern Ontario. The small grey dots indicate 10-km
squares in which at least 10 point counts have been done.
The maps are based on data from those squares. Even
though the maps are labeled “Density”, at this point, it is
best to think of the maps as showing relative abundance
with darker areas having higher abundance. Although the
maps are shown in black, white and grey here, they will be
in colour in the published atlas.
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Red-eyed Vireo
Relative Abundance

Legend
+ Survey Square Centres
REVI Relative Abundance (log value)
Jo-0236
10.237-0.491
[ 10492-0728
I 0.729 - 0.903
I 0904 - 1.21

Swamp Sparrow
Relative Abundance

*  Survey Square Centres
SWSP Relative Abundance (log value)
[]0-0.0305
[ 10.0306-0.0717
[_loo718-0.12
0.121-0.187

I 0.188-0.34

American Crow
Relative Abundance

Legend
+  Survey Square Centres
AMCR Relative Abundance (log value)
0-0219
1022-0405
[)0406-0574
B 0.575-0.747
N 0748-1.08
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Red-eyed Vireo

Although breeding evidence has been reported in almost every
square in southern Ontario, relative abundance data show this
species occurs in far higher densities on the Canadian Shield
than it does south of the shield. There are small areas of rela-
tively high abundance on the Bruce Peninsula and Manitoulin
Island. Both of these areas have relatively high forest cover
compared to surrounding areas.

Swamp Sparrow

The relative abundance of the Swamp Sparrow is closely corre-
lated with the pattern of wetland occurrence in southern On-
tario. Note how the highest areas of relative abundance occur
in the Peterborough-Kingston-Ottawa areas, where wetland
occurrence is at its highest. Note also, the high relative abun-
dance of both wetlands and Swamp Sparrows in the very wet
townships of southern Grey County, and around the moraine
lands south and east of Guelph.

American Crow

The American Crow shows a pattern somewhat the inverse of
the Red-eyed Vireo. Although breeding evidence is reported in
most squares in southern Ontario, the highest relative abun-
dance is south of the shield. Note that the number of crows is
very low in the Toronto-Hamilton area and in the Windsor
area, which is where major outbreaks of West Nile Virus oc-
curred in 2002. Note also that the number of point counts in
these areas is currently low, so this situation may change as
more point counts are added.

Wilson’s Snipe

The Wilson’s Snipe has a similar overall pattern to the Swamp
Sparrow in southern Ontario, though is generally sparser, with
peaks in eastern Ontario, and around the Carden Alvar and
southern Grey County.

Field Sparrow

The extensive grassy areas north of Kingston and on the
Carden Alvar are obviously of great importance to the Field
Sparrow, as is the moraine land south of Guelph, and parts of
Elgin, Kent and Lambton counties.

Veery

The highest numbers of Veerys occur on the southern edge of
the Canadian Shield and in the French River/Lake Nipissing
areas. The explanation for this pattern isn’t obvious, but the
map will provide a good starting point for additional research
into the species’ needs.

These maps are just a taste of what’s to come as more point
count data are collected and maps are produced. Maps like
these will be a goldmine of new information for birders, scien-
tists and conservationists interested in Ontario’s birds. They are
available on the Atlas web page: www.birdsontario.org.

Thanks to those taking part in the atlas for making this all
possible. Thanks also to the Atlas Point Count Subcommittee
for designing the data collection and analysis methods, to
Kevin Middel and Bruce Pond of MNR, and Andrew Couturier
and Pete Blancher of BSC for producing the maps.

If you are not already participating, please get involved in
the final two years of the atlas project by contacting your Re-
gional Coordinator or the Atlas office at: atlas@uoguelph.ca or
toll free phone 1-866-900-7100.

http://www.birdsontario.org/atlas/contactreg. html
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ASSETS

Cash in Bank

RBC T-Bill (Mutual Funds)
Prepaid 2004 Convention
Accounts Receivable

TOTAL

INCOME

Membership Dues
Donations

Annual Convention
Baillie Birdathon
Advertisements
Sale of Merchandise
Interest

Sale of Publications
GST Rebate

TOTAL

OFO FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2003

Balance Sheet 31 December 2003

2003
$17,468
37,602
500
3,366

$58,936

2002
$18,397
30,870
300

LIABILITIES

Deferred Membership Dues
Member's Equity
Balance beginning of Year
Net Income/Balance end of
Year

$49.567 TOTAL

INCOME and EXPENSE STATEMENT

Year Ended 31 December 2003

2003
$22,710
6,418
998
2,792
7,825
2,441
731

282
2,725

$46.922

Qognan

ah Iron
ident

2002
$21,874
3,930
-215
929
9,012
2,481
1,095
1,049

$40.155

EXPENSES

Printing and Mailing
Journal Ontario Birds
Newsletter OFO News

Liability Insurance

Field Trips

Purchase of Merchandise

Administration

Stationery

Equipment: Laser Printer

OFO Website and Ontbirds

Carden Alvar Project

GST Rebate

Total Expenses

Net Income for Year

TOTAL

2003 2002
$13,490 $12,162
37,542 33,133
4272
7.904

45,446
$58,936 $49.567
2003 2002
$21,224 21,131
5,870 6,740
2,090 1,760
2,334 1,220
796 1,901
2,954 3,540
2,511 0
590 0
649 331
1,000
-1,740
39,018 35,883
7,904 4272
$46,922 $40.155

/ Eileen B Begn

Treasurer

| have examined the 2003 Financial Statements of Ontario Field Ornithologists and reviewed supporting

documentation and information supplied by the Treasurer to the extent | deemed necessary.

In my opinion, these Financial Statements accurately reflect the financial position of the organization as
atDecember 31, 2003, and the results of its operations for the year then ended.

fo Beits,,

Donald E. Burton
Auditor
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Thank You OFO Donors

OFO is a registered charity. Donors receive a tax receipt for
donations over $10. Donations are an important source of
revenue for OFO. They support our publications, including
Ontario Birds in colour and OFQ News, and Ontbirds, the
OFO website, field trips, and other services to birders. We are
grateful to the following members for their generosity in 2003.

Ken Abraham

Joyce Allison

Jeff Atkinson

Ted Baldwin

Rosalind Barden

Bryan Baxter

John Bick

Sandra Bondy

Peter and Mary Booker
Valerie Brown

Ray and Judith Bryson
Margaret and John Catto
Charles Clifford

Barbara Charlton

Marilyn and Bill Doekes
Bob Dermer

Jim Dixon

Robert Dobos

David Don

Thomas Dyke

Karl and Marienna Egressy
Dave Elder

Chris Escott

Nicholas Escott

Lois Evans

Barb and Dave Fidler
Michael and Jennie Foley
Evelyn Fothingham

Joan and Victor Frantschuk
Lynne Freeman and Ivor Williams
Brian Gibson

Barbara Glass

Chris Goodwin

Ernest and Jeanne Gribble
Brett Groves

Chester Gryski

Robert and Linda Hansen
Alan Harper

Bill Harris

Catharine and Lyle Harrison
Tom and Jill Hayman

Jill Hayman

Mary Jane Hele

J Brian Hobbs

Theo Hofmann

Bill and Kathy Holding
Bryce Hunter

Wendy Hunter

David Hussell and Erica Dunn
lan Jeffrey
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Donald and Susan Johnston
Janet Kellan

Dorothy Kings

Dan Lee

Mary LeFeuvre

Don Lloyd

Dennis and Gwen Lewington
Andrew and Barbara Malcolm
Dave Martin

Claire and Jim McAllister
John McKeeman

Omer and Mary Mick

John Miles

Anatoli Monid

Frank Morley

George Naylor

Robert Noble

John Olmsted

Kathy and Martin Parker
Doug and Jean Paton

John Prescott

George Prieksaitis

Rayfield Pye

Audrey and Colin Randall-Smith
James Richards

Nathalie Rockhill

Norman H Schipper

Keith and Leola Sealy
Glenda Slessor

Lynne Smith

Nancy Smith

Paul and Anna-Marie Smith
Rosemary and Victor Smith
Marvin and Anne Smout
Gary Stephey

David Sutton

Eleanor and Dave Tannahill
Krystyna and Richard Tanner
Ron Tasker

Remi and Rhoda Van Horik
Rhoda Van Horik

Annette Van Niejenhuis
David and Laura Wang

Jim Watt

Peter Webb

Ken Whitelock

Charles Whitelaw

Irene and Gordon Wright
Kenneth Wyllie

Dennis and Arlene Young

Future OFO Field Trips

Don Barnett, Field Trips Coordinator
Phone 416-588-9724

August 7 (Saturday) Rock Point Provincial Park and
Eastern Lake Erie Shore. Leader: Willie D’Anna.

Meet at 8 a.m. at entrance to Rock Point Provincial Park near
entry kiosk. Park entrance fee. Directions: From the west on
Highway 3, drive into Dunnville. Where Highway 3 curves
left, continue straight on Main Street, staying along the river.
When you reach the bridge that crosses the river, do not cross
the bridge but continue straight onto County Road 3
eastbound. Go through Stromness and turn right onto Rymer
Road, about 8 km from the bridge in Dunnville. Take the first
left onto Downy Road. At next intersection turn right. Park
entrance comes up shortly on your left. From the east on
Highway 3, drive into Dunnville and turn left onto Inman
Road. Turn right onto the next road, Mumby Road. Follow
this to County Road 3 and turn left. Follow directions from
bridge in Dunnville above. Shorebirds and early fall migrants.

August 15 (Sunday) Durham Region and Lake Ontario
Marshes. Leader: Rayfield Pye.

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at Lynde Shores Conservation Area parking
lot on Victoria Street in Whitby. Exit Hwy 401 at Brock Street
(Exit 410). Turn left (south) onto Brock Street. Turn right
(west) onto Victoria. Continue 2.5 km to Lynde Shores
Conservation Area on the south side. Visits to Cranberry
Marsh, Oshawa Second Marsh, Corner Marsh and
Frenchman’s Bay. Early fall migrant warblers, vireos,
flycatchers, shorebirds and butterflies.

August 22 (Sunday) Palgrave, Tottenham, Schomberg.
Leader: Dave Milsom.

Meet at 8 a.m. on Patterson Sideroad just off County Road 50
in Palgrave to visit Palgrave Conservation Area, Tottenham
area sod farms and the Schomberg sewage lagoons. Early fall
migrants and shorebirds.

September 12 (Sunday) Presqu’ile Provincial Park.
Leaders: Don and Ian Shanahan.

Meet at 8 a.m. at Owen Point Trail (formerly Beach 4)
parking lot. Park entrance fee. Fall migrants, shorebirds,
hawks.

October 9 (Saturday) Hamilton, Burlington, Stoney
Creek and Vicinity. Leader: Kevin McLaughlin.

Meet at 8:00 a.m. in Hutch’s Restaurant parking lot at Van
Wagners Beach in Hamilton. From Niagara on QEW, exit
Centennial Parkway, turn left onto North Service Road and
follow to Van Wagners Beach Road. Continue to Hutch’s
Restaurant. From Toronto on QEW, exit Woodward Avenue,
turn right at lights, then right at next lights, go under bridge,
turn right onto Van Wagners Beach Road, and continue to
Hutch’s Restaurant. Fall migrants.

October 23 (Saturday) Hawk CIiff and Area, Southwest of
London. Leaders: Pete Read and Ian Platt.

Meet at 9:30 a.m. at Hawk CIliff. From Hwy 401 interchange
177, take Hwy 4 south through west St. Thomas until it
becomes Sunset Drive. Continue about 8 km to Union. Turn
east onto County Road 27, Sparta Line Road. Go east one
road, about 3 km, to County Road 22 (Fairview Road). Head
south. The second road south is County Road 24, (Dexter
Line) and you will meet a stop sign. Looking south you will
see the sign for Hawk Cliff. Continue south on the dirt road to
lake. Park along road allowance. Hawks, waterfowl, gulls and
late migrants.
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Save More Carden Alvar: Windmill Ranch
Don Barnett

This spring the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC)
signed an agreement to purchase the 1600 acre Windmill
Ranch on the Carden Alvar, subject to available funding.
The Windmill Ranch partially adjoins the Cameron
Ranch, which was purchased in 2003. The ranch is famil-
iar to Carden birders being on the west side of Wylie
Road, both south and north of the Sedge Wren Marsh. It is
home to bluebird box 10, which is the best place in On-
tario to see a Loggerhead Shrike. Art and Noreen Hawtin
were pleased to offer their ranch to the NCC because they
wanted the land kept in a natural state.

The combined Cameron and Windmill Ranches will
form a Provincial Nature Reserve owned by Ontario
Parks. The protection of provincially significant alvar
habitats and species at risk will be the highest priority in
future management plans.

Alvars are globally rare open habitats of flat limestone,
dolostone or marble bedrock at the surface (classic alvar
pavement) or covered with thin soils. Alvar vegetation
comprises grasses, sedges, wildflowers, shrubs and scat-
tered trees, which are subject to drought. The Carden Al-
var is interspersed with woodlands and wetlands.

The Carden Alvar is of special interest to birders be-
cause of its grassland and scrubland birds such as the
Loggerhead Shrike, Upland Sandpiper, and Clay-colored
Sparrow.

In saving the Carden Alvar, the Nature Conservancy of
Canada formed a partnership with Ontario Parks,

Couchiching Conservancy, Ontario Field Ornithologists,
Toronto Ornithological Club, Carden Field Naturalists,
City of Kawartha Lakes, and Wildlife Preservation Trust
Canada. To express your appreciation and financial sup-
port of the new Windmill Ranch acquisition, please direct
donations to the Nature Conservancy of Canada, 5420
Highway 6 North, RR 5, Guelph ON NI1H 6J2. Specitfy

Windmill Ranch Dedication.
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